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Church ServicesGrapevine Appeal

If you have an article, story or poem you would
like to submit for publication the Grapevine edi-
torial team would love to hear from you. Mate-
rial for publication is gratefully accepted. Due to
space considerations material may not be used
immediately but may be held over to be included
in a later issue.

The Grapevine editorial team reserve the right
to shorten, amend or reject any material submit-
ted for publication.

The Ascott Grapevine is
provided FREE to every
household in Ascott
and we wish this to con-
tinue for a long time to
come.

Although ‘The Grape-
vine’ does receive sup-
port from the Parish
Council and the PCC,
it only  raises a limited
amount of revenue from
advertising. ‘The Ascott
Grapevine’ survives
mainly on donations. If
you would like to help
The Grapevine continue,
any donation large or
small would be appreci-
ated. You can give a do-
nation to any member of
the editorial team.

If there is an aspect of
village life not already
covered in the Grape-
vine please contact a
member of the produc-
tion team to discuss
your ideas. Articles for
the Summer issue of The
Grapevine should be
submitted by July 4th.

Call  01993 831023
or email: wendypearse@
honeydale.freeserve.co.uk

Stuart Fox, Elaine
Byles, Kingsley,
Wendy Pearse,

Yvette Keauffling

The details and times of
the regular services are
advertised on the vari-
ous notice boards
around the village and
in the church porch:
Ist Sunday of the month
10.00am Holy Com-
munion - Common
Worship
2nd Sunday
8.00am Holy Com-
munion – Book of
Common Prayer
10.00am Family Service

.

Further information about what’s happeing in the
Chase Benefice is in the Chase News, included in
the centre of this issue of the Grapevine.

3rd Sunday
10.00am Benefice Serv-
ice
4th Sunday
10.00 Morning Prayer

Please check the notice
boards for special serv-
ices.

We look forward to
welcoming you and
worshiping with you.

Tim Lyon

Bumper Issue
Thanks to everyone who
contributed articles for
the Spring issue of The
Grapevine and making it
such a bumper issue.

Due to space consid-
erations 2 articles have
been held over for the

next issue,  Jane
Bowley’s article on the
Barn Owl talk at Tiddy
Hall and Gareth Evans’
description of the Costa
Rica Coast-to-Coast
Challenge in aid of The
Prince’s Trust.

Ed

Chase News

Content & Editorial Policy
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 ASCOTT-U- WYCHWOOD VILLAGE
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH FETE,

JULY 14TH 2:00 pm
AT THE SPORTS  PAVILION

WE WANT YOU TO  ENJOY AN ‘OLD STYLE’
VILLAGE FETE:

CREAM TEAS, STALLS,
LOTS OF CHILDREN’S  ACTIVITIES

AND OF COURSE
A BEER TENT!

We will also have events happening
throughout the afternoon,

some new and some old, and
even before the day, we  will

be asking you to make something
special for all to  see!

More news to  follow over the
next couple of months.

PUT THE DATE IN  YOUR DIARY NOW,
BECAUSE YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS  IT!

Hi. No that won’t do,
I’m the wrong genera-
tion to use Hi. Wotcher
seems a bit cloth cap
and working class, so I
will use the Christian
greeting; peace be with
you.

Unfortunately, be-
cause of work commit-
ments and family illness
Tim Lyon has had to
leave his position as
Church Warden. We
are an ageing congrega-
tion and as the years go
by our numbers get less
and so do our options
for choosing church of-
ficials. So it has fallen to
me to take over Tim’s
roll as Church Warden.

It is with reluctance
that I agreed to take up
this position alongside
Ann Braithwaite, who is
now a well-established
warden. I will do my
best to serve Holy Trin-
ity as best I can.

Although I am very
deeply religious, so deep
that sometimes I feel I
shall drown in my own
goodness, I have no in-
tentions of being a born
again witness. I leave

News from Holy Trinity Church

that to the profession-
als, the Rev. Mark Abrey
and Rev. Mary Crameri.

At this point I
wanted to write that as
a young man I had a
strong desire to save
fallen women. I wanted
to save one for Friday
night and two for the
weekend, or say that my

great conversion was in
the nineteen seventies,
when we switched to
North Sea gas, but now
I am a Church Warden
I feel that I must behave
in a sober and dignified
way!

With over £9,000
having to be sent each
year to the diocese as
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our parish share I do ap-
peal to believers and non-
believers alike. Ours is a
simple, but beautiful old
church and if you want it
to remain for future genera-
tions to enjoy as part of
their heritage and history,
then please support Holy
Trinity, Ascott whenever
you can.

I leave you with this
thought; religion is like
life, too important to be
taken seriously.

Fred Russell

Deaths
On 2nd February 2007,
Dorothy Joan Jackson,
aged 79 years.

I wonder how many peo-
ple come to Ascott and
assume that because a lane
is called Priory Lane and a
house called Priory House
that at some time in it’s
history there must have
been a priory in the village.
It seems natural to make
this assumption. But re-
gretfully perhaps, no evi-
dence has ever been found
to validate this. Certainly
connections with a priory
exist but not an actual
priory in Ascott. When
Mrs Campbell asked me
what I knew about the his-
tory of her home ‘The
Priory House’ I decided to
record the facts that are
known.
Jack Howard Drake of the
Wychwoods Local History
Society investigated the
possibility of a priory and
produced an article in the
Society Journal
‘Wychwoods History No.
11’. However as men-
tioned above Jack came to
the conclusion that the
house, buildings and land
were all owned by St
Frideswides Priory in Ox-
ford , originally given to
the Priory by the D’Oyley
family at Ascott D’Oyley
Manor.

A Priory in Ascott?
Some time after the Disso-
lution of the Monasteries,
St Frideswides’s property
was acquired by the Bonde
family and in a dispute over
tithes in 1572 it was noted
that previously John
Bonde “dwelt there and
kept his house there”. It
was a substantial building
and he kept several serv-
ants. John’s son William
inherited the property but
at the time of the dispute
is seems likely that John
Henlowe was William’s
bailiff in Ascott and lived
in the Priory House.
The connection with the
D’Oyleys at Ascott
D’Oyley Manor rather con-
fuses the issue because in
1576 William Bonde ac-
quired “the manor and
priory of Ascott”. In 1696
William’s great grandson
Robert Hammond died
and left his “Estate at
Ascott called the Mannor
and Priory” and on the
original Victorian Ord-
nance Survey Map Ascott
D’Oyley Manor is called
Lardner or Priory Farm.
So it is difficult to be ab-
solutely sure which prop-
erty, Ascott Manor or
Priory House is being re-
ferred to as the Priory.
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However as far as the
present Priory House is
concerned there are a few
more exact references in
the succeeding centuries.
In an abstract of title dated
May 1759 to a barnyard
and premises there is a ref-
erence to ‘a passage next
the barn door to the cor-
ner next the Priory House’
and in 1835 there is an-
other reference to a ‘Barn
hitherto known as Priory
Barn and now altering and
converting into two or
more cottages’ which
would certainly place the
Priory House in it’s
present situation. By the
time of the Enclosure in
1838 the property exclud-
ing the Barn cottages was
owned by William Morris
and Richard Lardner, a
maltster, lived in Priory
House with his daughter
Eliza who was a dress-
maker. By 1881 John
Young, carpenter and
joiner aged 27 was living in
Priory House with his wife
Mary and four month old
daughter Alice. They later
had another daughter
Edith and a son John. By
1891 John Senior was
classed as a wheelwright
and farrier  and the wheel-

wright and carpentry busi-
ness was carried on by John
Junior through a good part
of the twentieth century.
John Junior or Jack as he
was known, really was a
jack of all trades, a village
character involved in all
aspects of village life and
always willing to lend as-
sistance.
The following Inventory
was taken of all the goods
and chattels of Robert
Hammond when he died
in 1696 at his estate in
Ascott “Called the Mannor
and Priory” . But does it
describe Priory House or
Ascott Manor???

The additions are theirs
not mine!

Wendy Pearse

An Inventory of all the
Goodes and Chattels of
Mr Robert Hammond
Late of the Parish of Ascott
taken by Walter Hyatt,
James Hitchman, Tho.
Brookes and William
Townsend
The fourteenth of January
1696

Item
Purse and Aparrils
£ s d 2 00 00
Item
In the Garritts A bed and
blankitts and other Lum-
ber
£ s d 00 10 00
Item
In the Chamber over the
hall A bed and bedsted
and Furniture, A Table and
2 Coffers and other Lum-
ber
£ s d 02 05 00
Item
In the old Chamber; An
old Garner with other lum-
ber
£ s d 00 10 00
Item
In the best Chamber A
bed and bedsted 6 cheers
A Table and five forms
with other things
£ s d 03 00 00
Item
In the Apple Chamber,
Apples tallow
£ s d 00 05 00
Item
six pares of sheets with pil-
low beers, Towels and
other Table Linnan
£ s d 02 10 00

continued...
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Item
In the Butterie fower
Barrils with other Lumber
£ s d 00 10 00
Item
In the Garnerhous A Gar-
ner with salting trough
With other things
£ s d 00 10 00
Item
In the Meale hous one
press with other Lumber
£ s d 00 05 00
Item
In the hall A Table A
Cubbord some cheers and
Five forms with other
things
£ s d 01 10 00

Item
In the Daryhous 3 cheeres
and shelves and other
Necisarys
£ s d 00 18 00
Item
In the Kitching Brass and
putter and wooden vessels
With five forms and other
things
£ s d 02 12 00
Item
In the barne A fan a
bussholl a peck with some
baggs
£ s d 00 14 00
Item
In the barn and without
Dours Thraisd and
Unthraisd corne and hay
£ s d 35 00 00

Item
In the backside, A waggon
2 plows 2 Carts 3 harrows
And other things
£ s d 06 00 00
Item
In the stables 4 horses and
harnish
£ s d 06 00 00
Item
In the backside 13 Cows
heffers and yearlins
£ s d 24 00 00
Item
In the yard and stye 15
hoggs 2 flitches of backon
And Cocks and Hennes and
other things
£ s d 06 00 00

Totall 91 19 00

Do you know that
Bookstart provides 3 differ-
ent gifts for 3 different age
ranges containing books
and other goodies and it’s
all free.

The Bookstart Baby pack
is available for babies aged
up to 12 months. Your
baby will be given a pack
by the health visitor at the
8 month health check

The Bookstart+ pack is
available for toddlers be-
tween 18 – 30 months and

Attention all Parents:
Bookstart - Free Books for Children!!!!

can be collected from the
library or the health visitor
if your child has a 2 year
check.  So please go to the
library and ask for your
toddler’s Bookstart+ pack.

My Bookstart Treasure
Chest is available to 3 year
olds and is delivered to
your child’s pre-school.  If
your child does not attend
a pre-school collect your
Treasure Chest from the
library.

If you run a pre-school
and have not given the
Bookstart co-ordinator the
number of 3 year olds in
your setting, please contact
her as soon as possible to
ensure delivery by August
2007.

For more information
contact the Bookstart Co-
ordinator for Oxfordshire
on 01865 810243.

Or visit the web site at
www.bookstart.org.uk
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Are you:
· Warm and empathic?
· A good listener?
· Able to cope with other people’s sadness?
Do you:
· Have around 16 hours a month to spare?
· Have your own transport?
· Want to make a difference?
We provide:
· Full training commencing September 2007
· Ongoing support, training and supervision
· Travel and phone expenses
· A lively and supportive team

Interested? Please come to a Taster Evening at
Sobell House to find out more

Thursday 31st May from 4.00 – 6.00 p.m.
Tuesday 12th June from 6.00 – 8.00 p.m.

Sobell House Hospice, Churchill Hospital,
Old Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 7LJ

Please phone Jane Elliott or Carrie Bruce on:
(01865) 225878 for more information
We do not recommend this work for those who have been
bereaved during the past 2 years

If you spot Rex Boyd
tramping up Chippy hill
with his two-year-old son,
Arthur in a backpack, spare
him a thought. The Ascott-
based comedian (and fa-
ther of three) is in training
for a gruelling mountain
climbing expedition in
July. The chances are, as
well as Arthur (currently
weighing in at 2 stone) Rex
will also be lugging a large
(16 lb) bowling ball in the
bottom of the backpack as
well as a heavy iron door
stop. Mad? Probably. He
also runs up and down his
stairs 50-times a day, heav-
ily laden with weights.

But Rex is doing every-
thing he can to be in top
condition for the Three
Peaks Challenge when he’ll
have to scale the three high-
est peaks in Great Britain
in a 24-hour period. Start-
ing with a jaunt up Ben
Nevis on the Saturday af-
ternoon, zooming down to
the Lake District to hop up
Scafell Pike over night,
then nipping across to
Wales to pop to the top
of Mount Snowdon the
following morning.

So why is Rex putting
himself through this ardu-
ous ordeal? He’s going to

Three Peaks Challenge!
be joined by a
gang of 20 other
comedians from
all around the
country, in a bid
to raise lots and
lots of money for
aids orphans in
Africa.

If you see him out train-
ing, give him a toot and a
cheer, but better still log
on to his website
www.rexboyd.co.uk and
take a look at the “No
laughing matter” expedi-

tion news for details of
how to sponsor this epic
expedition. For more de-
tails, or to offer support,
you can also call Rex on
830 053.

Louise Woods
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In December 2005 I
joined forces with
Michael and Nadya
Jackson to open
Woodstock Arts and
Antiques, at number 14
Market Place,
Woodstock.

The project has been
a great success thanks
largely to the work and
commitments from
Michael and Nadya
who keep the shop and
manage the business in
a friendly but profes-
sional way.

During our first year
we estimate that ap-
proximately 10,000
customers have crossed
our threshold and we’ve
met a variety  of people
across the political and
social spectrum, some-
times we’ve been sur-
prised by these encoun-
ters, sometimes amused
and occasionally com-
pletely gobsmacked!

I remember one wet
overcast Saturday after-
noon, I was in the shop
with Michael, the streets
and shops were empty,
except for a few who,
through necessity, had
ventured out into the

Open All Hours
rain to visit the bank
next door.

Suddenly I spotted a
large middle aged lady
running across the road,
heading our way at
speed, she burst
through the door
(which only survived the
assault thanks to it’s in-
dustrial hinges), she
then started to pump
her brolly dry, shower-
ing water on everything
within 5 yards.

“Stop” We both said
in unison.

 She stopped, gave us
an arrogant glare and
dumped herself down
still wearing her rain
sodden dripping coat,
into a delicate Louis
XVI gilded chair.

“Can I help you at all”
asked Michael in a firm
but polite voice, “No
thanks” came the tart re-
ply, she then searched
through her bag, and
pulled out her mobile
and rang her husband.

“ Come and get me I’m
in” ——pause….. whilst
she looked round the
shop to spot our name

“……um……. Woodstock
Arts and Antiques, hurry
up I am soaked!”

It never ceases to
amaze me how rude and
ill mannered people can
be!

I also remember a
well dressed educated
gentleman who came
into the shop one day
and told us he was look-
ing for a George II Cu-
ban Mahogany CD rack!
Sometimes it is very
hard to keep a straight
face.

An American gentle-
men and his wife came
into the shop browsing
last summer, Michael
engaged then in conver-
sation.

“Are you enjoying your
visit?” Asked Michael.

“Oh yes” came the
enthusiastic reply

 “We have been round
Blenheim today, very im-
pressive, it’s been the high-
light of our trip to visit
Shakespeare’s birthplace!”

One of the most in-
teresting and privileged
aspects of my work, is to
be invited into people’s
homes to inspect their
Antiques, over the last
25 years I have crossed
thousands of thresholds
and visited some won-
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derful homes and some
of Oxfordshire’s finest
houses.

I remember visiting
an elderly lady who
lived in a bungalow on
a council estate in Ox-
ford to my amazement
I found all the rooms
packed full of priceless
18th Century Austro-
Hungarian treasures,
one could barely ma-
noeuvre around the
rooms!

 I also remember vis-
iting a rather isolated
local Farmhouse, again
packed with wonderful
antique furniture, the
farmer, a rather colour-
ful eccentric character
wearing baggy corduroy
trousers tied round the
waist with orange
bindertwine, had de-
cided to sell his large run

down farmhouse and
move into a converted
barn on the other side
of the farm.

 “Come back next week
Mr. Gripper once I’ve sorted
out the rubbish” he said.
I received a phone call
sometime later and went
back to see him.

“ I’ve burnt all the stuff
with woodworm “he in-
formed me,  “don’t worry,
I have put aside the good
bits for you to look at.” He
had put all the worth-
less 1920’s chests and
wardrobes to one side,
and sadly, he had burnt
thousands of pounds
worth of wonderful an-
tique furniture. As I
kicked through the ashes
of the bonfire, I came
across the brass lion’s
paw castors from the
18th Century sofa table,

the ormolu mounts
from the pair of French
bombe commodes, and
the swan neck handles
from the Carlton House
Desk that I had looked
at a few days earlier!

Summer is com-
ing, and we are looking
forward to more enter-
tainment as the number
of visitors to
Woodstock begins to
increase, as a goodwill
gesture to all Grapevine
readers this Easter, here
is a discount voucher
which will give the
bearer 15% off anything
for sale in our shop, sim-
ply cut it out and
present it to Michael or
Nadia when you pur-
chase anything from our
shop.

Robert Gripper
Easter 2007
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The Remarkable Dr Snow
The British Medical
Journal has recently run
a feature asking its read-
ers to choose the most
important advance in
medicine since it was
first published in 1840.
The two leading choices
were actually the two
earliest, in the 1840s
and 1850s; firstly,  the
introduction of  sanita-
tion in the control of
epidemic disease and
secondly, the  beginning
of general anaesthesia. It
struck me as remarkable
that the same person, Dr
John Snow, who lived
from 1813 to 1858, was
significantly involved in
both of these advances,
which were independ-
ent of each other.

Dr Snow  was the
son of a Yorkshire la-
bourer and at the age of
14 he was apprenticed
to a surgeon in Newcas-
tle-upon-Tyne. It was
while there that he at-
tended  an outbreak of
cholera in a local coal
mine and probably real-
ised that  working and
living  in crowded and
insanitary conditions
would have been an im-
portant factor in caus-
ing the disease. At the
age of 23 he decided to
further his career and
walked the 200 miles to
London and within 2
years had qualified as an
apothecary and a sur-
geon and set up in prac-
tice in Frith St. Soho.

In 1843 he gained his
Bachelor of Medicine
from the University of
London and a year later
his M.D. He was invited
to join the Westminster
Medical Society where
he soon became an ac-
tive and respected mem-
ber, though it seems
that he was not much
interested in social or
financial advancement
and remained more con-
cerned to explore the
many unexplained areas
in medicine.

He did not have long
to wait before a fruitful
area for investigation
appeared  - the develop-
ment of general anaes-
thesia, able to render a
patient unconscious
and unaware of pain
during a surgical  opera-
tion.

 By the end of the
18th century measures
to reduce severe persist-
ent pain were being used
more widely and from
1780 onwards the use
of opiates, such as mor-
phine, increased rapidly.
Alcohol was also used
in combination with
opiates to dull some of
the pain of operations,
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which were limited in
scope and duration and
only undertaken when
absolutely necessary.

In the early 19th cen-
tury, nitrous oxide and
ether were being inhaled
as party recreations,
causing loss of inhibi-
tions, balance and sen-
sitivity to pain. The pos-
sibility of using such
substances for pain relief
in surgery had occurred
to doctors and dentists
in America. In January
1845 an American den-
tist, Horace Wells at-
tempted to demon-
strate the effects on a
patient of inhaling ni-
trous oxide

during a tooth extrac-
tion. Unfortunately the
level of anaesthesia was
too light and the patient
screamed in pain. Wells
never got over this fail-
ure. However his dental
partner, William
Morton, considered
ether a more promising
anaesthetic and arranged
a further demonstration
at Harvard Medical
School and a superficial
operation on the neck
was performed on 16th

October 1846. This
time the operation

caused mini-
mal distress
to the pa-
tient and the
surgeon ut-
tered the fa-
mous words
“ Gentle-
men, this is
no hum-
bug”. Two
more opera-
tions under
ether fol-
lowed, in-
cluding an
amputation
3 weeks later, again with
no distress for the pa-
tient The results were
published in the Bos-
ton Medical and Surgi-
cal Journal on 18th No-
vember 1846 and the
news of this spread rap-
idly through America
and Europe.

In Britain too “ether
frolics” were being prac-
tised as a social recrea-
tion and the “Yankee
dodge”, using  ether as
an anaesthetic,  was
soon being used to
render patients uncon-
scious during opera-
tions. In mid-December
1846 a London dentist,
James Robinson, first
used ether for a dental

operation and on 28th

December at another
demonstration Dr
Snow was one of the
observers.

James Young
Simpson (1811-1870),
Professor of  Obstetrics
at Edinburgh had dis-
covered chloroform by
chance and is said to
have tried it out on
friends at a “chloroform
party”. He noticed the
effects were similar to
those of ether, which he
had used as an anaes-
thetic in January 1847,
only weeks after Mor-
ton’s demonstration in
Boston. It was by then
becoming clear that
ether had disadvantages,
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it was irritant to the air
passages, inflammable
and required a relatively
large dose to render the
patient fully uncon-
scious. Chloroform did
not have these proper-
ties, though other risks
were later realised, and
Simpson proposed it as
a better alternative to
ether. In November
1847 he successfully
anaesthetised a  4 year
old boy with chloro-
form for an operation
on a bone in his fore-
arm.

 Dr Snow did not
rush to anaesthetise pa-
tients with ether.   He
first studied its proper-
ties by experiments on
himself and on animals
which he kept in his
house in Frith Street.
He then designed an in-
haler which would de-
liver a predictable
“strength” of the va-
pour, depending par-
ticularly on the tem-
perature. After just  six
months he was able to
describe the different
levels of anaesthesia pro-
duced with ether and
published On the Inha-
lation of the Vapour of

Ether in  Surgical Opera-
tions in 1848.  A similar
study by him on chloro-
form appeared the fol-
lowing year, so establish-
ing in little more than 12
months the scientific
foundations for anaes-
thesia and he is rightly
held by modern anaes-
thetists as an important
pioneer.

He soon became in
much demand as an
anaesthetist, assisting
with hundreds of opera-
tions a year, at first with
ether and later with
chloroform. His reputa-
tion as an anaesthetist
ensured that he was
asked to administer chlo-
roform to Queen Victo-
ria at the births of two
of her children in 1853
and 1857. His account of
the event ends with the
phrase “…. the Queen
appeared  very cheerful
and well, expressing her-
self much gratified with
the effect of  the chloro-
form”.

Of course there were
to be many more impor-
tant refinements in an-
aesthetics with more ef-
fective and safer inhala-
tion anaesthetics, intra-

venous agents, local, re-
gional and spinal anaes-
thetics and a wide range
of drugs for pain relief.
Effective and safe anaes-
thesia has immeasurably
extended the scope of
surgery, in its extent and
duration, enabling life
changing and life saving
procedures to be almost
routine.  The effective
freedom from pain has
been a humanitarian tri-
umph and a world with-
out anaesthesia would
be unthinkable. No one
person can take all the
credit for this, but Dr
John Snow can claim an
honoured place among
the early practitioners of
this major advance in
the conquest of human
suffering.

Dr Snow’s other con-
tribution to medical sci-
ence was made in one of
the severe outbreaks of
cholera in London,
which occurred be-
tween 1830 and 1860
and affected most of
Western Europe.

By the 1840s the
cause of cholera was a
matter of great practical
importance with the
high mortality associ-
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ated with the recurring
epidemics in the desper-
ately crowded and in-
sanitary slums of the in-
ner cities.  Two theories
were proposed, a) direct
contact, which was a
minority view among
doctors, and b) of a toxic
vapour or ‘miasma’, the
latter generated by the
foul gases given off by
sewage and rotting or-
ganic matter.

Cholera had become
an increasing scourge af-
fecting the crowded cit-
ies.  It had been endemic
in India for centuries
and it spread to Eastern
Europe in the first dec-
ades of the 19th century.
In 1831 the first out-
break in Britain ap-
peared in ships moored
in the Medway and
spread to the north-east
of England  and to Lon-
don. By the end of the
epidemic 4 years later
20,000 had died of chol-
era. More epidemics fol-
lowed every few years; in
1848/49  50,000 died
from the disease. The ill-
ness was devastating. It
took the form of severe
diarrhoea , causing death
in less than a week  from

acute dehydration and
loss of salt. The picture
was all too familiar to
the doctors and patients
of the time, but the
germ theory of disease
had not been devel-
oped, and the means of
transmission of the dis-
ease and the immediate
cause of the early death
were not understood.

We now know that
the disease is due to a
bacterium Vibrio cholerae
which is swallowed and
then multiplies in the
small intestine, which it
attacks, causing  profuse
f luid loss containing

millions of bacteria
which are then ready to
infect a new individual.

In late August 1854
a 5 month old girl was
taken ill with diarrhoea
and vomiting at 40
Broad Street, (now
Broadwick St.) Soho.
She died a week later.
Within the next fort-
night about 700 peo-
ple, mostly living within
250 yards of the house
in Broad Street, had
died from cholera. Many
residents had f led to
other parts of London
and some of them were
known to have died.

Leafield Picture Framing
(Tony Croft)

Complete Picture Framing Service
Mount Cutting
Wash Lining

Tapestry Stretching

Door to door delivery and collection
Home consultation if required

Please telephone
01993 878357 or call

Tony Croft
Cotswold View, Ascott Road, Leafield

For Free Estimate or Further Details
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Outside 40 Broad
Street was a public
pump which went to a
depth of 20 feet and was
known to provide clear
and cool water in con-
trast to other pumps in
the area.

Dr John Snow, who
lived less than ¼ mile
from Broad St. had al-
ready seen many cases of
cholera and had be-
come sceptical about
the prevailing theory of
“miasma” spreading
cholera. He had fol-
lowed the incidence of
the disease in the whole
of London and found
that the incidence was
much higher south of
the Thames than north
of the river. South of
the river the piped wa-
ter supplies came from
the tidal reaches of the
Thames, where local
sewers were discharged
into it; north of the
Thames the water sup-
plies came from up-
stream of the city or
from rivers that flowed
into the Thames. In a
more localised event he
had noticed two adja-
cent rows of cottages vir-
tually identical, except
for a different water sup-

ply, where the death
rates from cholera in the
1849 epidemic were
markedly different.

In the Soho out-
break, Dr Snow was at-
tending the sick and dy-
ing and noting the ad-
dresses of those who
had died. He realised
that most of the cases
clustered around 40
Broad St. with the
popular pump situated
just outside it. He took
a sample of the water
from the Broad St
pump, but it looked
normal to the naked eye.
However, he was suspi-
cious enough to inform
the Board of Governors
of the parish. They were
at first sceptical, but
were sufficiently con-
cerned to accept Snow’s
advice that the pump
might be the source of
the outbreak, that they
agreed to disable it by
removing the pump
handle. This was done
exactly a week after the
start of the outbreak. As
it happened the worst
of the epidemic had
passed and the next day
there were no new cases,
though dozens were to
die in the next week, af-

ter which it was effec-
tively over. Although
the death total was less
than in some
countrywide epidemics,
the concentration of
deaths in such a small
area and the speed of its
spread made it especially
devastating

When the epidemic
had subsided, the na-
tional Board of Health,
still believing in the ‘mi-
asma ‘theory, under-
took a detailed survey of
the possible reasons for
its occurrence with spe-
cial reference to sources
of atmospheric pollu-
tion from sewers. They
also examined the
Broad St. well and pro-
nounced it to be in
sound condition.

Dr Snow, together
with the local curate,
Rev. Henry Whitehead,
looked more closely
into individual cases of
those in the parish who
had died, those who had
recovered and those
who had succumbed to
the disease after leaving
the area in the days when
the epidemic was at its
height. They gathered
more detailed informa-
tion about the habits of
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each household and
whether they regularly
collected water from
Broad St, rather than
the alternative pumps in
the area, whose water
was less attractive.  This
enabled Dr Snow to
construct a detailed
map, showing deaths in
an area whose inhabit-
ants preferred to use the
Broad St. pump, even
though there were
nearer sources of water.
The contrast between
deaths within this zone
and outside it was strik-
ing. Significantly, two
institutions with a low
death rate were the
workhouse, with its

own well and the brew-
ery in Broad St where
the workers drank their
beer rather than the
pump water.

Rev. Henry White-
head  was at first uncon-
vinced about the theory
of water borne spread of
the cholera but was fi-
nally convinced when he
discovered that at 40
Broad St., the mother
of the baby who was the
first victim of the epi-
demic, had disposed of
the baby’s nappies into
the cesspit in the front
basement of the house.
It was then found that
this old structure was
lined by decaying bricks

and was less than 3 feet
from the well supplying
the pump. It must have
been the source of the
cholera which had in-
fected so many of the
users of the Broad St.
pump in the first days
of the epidemic.

This crucial piece of
evidence was presented
to the vestry committee
of the local parish,
which was commis-
sioned to report on the
epidemic. They strongly
agreed with the water
borne theory of trans-
mission, though the na-
tional Board of Health
continued to blame the
‘miasma’   The Lancet
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Source: The Broad Street Pump, Safe & Sound,
Penguin, 1971 in English MP. Victorian Values —
The Life and Times of Dr. Edwin Lankester, 1990.

published a scathing
denunciation of Dr
Snow’s hypothesis of
water borne spread of
cholera

In the hot summer of
1858 the highly pol-
luted Thames made Par-
liament adjourn on ac-
count of “The Great
Stench” and it was real-
ised that a major recon-
struction of the sewer-
age system was needed.
Three large tunnels were
built parallel to the
Thames to the north
and two to the south.
These drained the local
sewers and the contents
were discharged into the
river downstream at

Barking at high tide, so
that they were taken out
to sea on the ebb tide.
After this major project
was completed the
Thames became more
wholesome again. Un-
fortunately Dr Snow
did not live to see this
change as he died in
June 1858 of a stroke at
the early age of 45.  His
brief obituary in The
Lancet only referred to
“his researches on chlo-
roform and other anaes-
thetics”

It was not until 1866
that another Lancet edi-
torial gave Dr Snow gen-
erous credit for identi-
fying the true means of

transmission of cholera.
This was when the last
serious outbreak of
cholera occurred, in
East London, which
was soon attributed to
faulty filtration in a
newly installed sewer.

His painstaking inves-
tigation into the epide-
miology of cholera in
the face of  ridicule and
disbelief from his peers
marked him as a man of
clear thinking  and per-
sistence whose conclu-
sions led to a major re-
vision of  waste disposal
in London and pro-
tected its citizens from
the horrors of repeated
major epidemics. It may
be argued that  im-
proved sanitation was
an engineering, rather
than a medical advance,
but the reasoning that
established the water
borne spread of the dev-
astating epidemics made
the construction of effi-
cient sewerage systems
not only desirable but
essential, in London and
all major cities, saving
many thousands of
lives.

Of course other
means of disease trans-
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mission such as by di-
rect contact, by droplet
inhalation and by insect
vectors were later recog-
nised, particularly when
the microscopic “germs”
causing the multitude
of  infections that we

can suffer from were dis-
covered. But in identify-
ing one important route
of infection John Snow
should be held in more
esteem than he has been
so far.  His only public
memorial of which I am

aware is a pub in Soho
called “The John Snow”
within a few yards of the
site of the Broad Street
pump.

Roland Stedeford

In the Wychwood area
hedges (and walls) rose
to prominence follow-
ing the enclosure acts.
Land that had once been
cultivated in open fields
and commons was di-
vided into larger blocks
each with a different
owner.  Hedges and
walls were put up to
mark the boundaries
between adjoining land
parcels.  Within this
landscape of relatively
recent hedges there are
older hedges.  In places
these older hedges arose
when an area of wood-
land was cleared to cre-
ate farmland.  The edge
of the wood was left to
provide a ready-made
boundary.  Such wood-
land edge hedges are
particularly interesting
from a conservation
viewpoint.  They often
include a wider range of

Hedges and Hedgelaying in the Wychwoods
species, and the plants
and flowers at the base
ref lect the original
woodland rather than
the new farmland.

As you walk or drive
around the Wychwood
area you will see an in-
creasing number of
hedges being ‘laid’.  This
traditional craft has
been practiced, in one
form or other, for cen-
turies.  Creating and lay-
ing hedges was probably
as much a part of the
woodsman’s craft, to
keep livestock out of his
coppices, as for the
farmer.  Laying a hedge
involves cutting part of
the way through the
base of each stem, leav-
ing just enough live
wood to keep the upper
part of the plant alive.
Neighbouring stems are
laid on top of each
other to form a dense

barrier.  This helps to
keep the base of the
hedge thick and in good
condition, in contrast
to flail cutting which if
used to excess encour-
ages thin and gappy
growth.  If you look
closely at an old hedge
you may see the hori-
zontal stems (even tree-
trunk sized) that indi-
cate a hedge was laid
many years before.

There are many differ-
ent styles of hedgelaying
around the Country
that have developed to
ref lect local farming
practice.  The style that
you will see most fre-
quently in this area is
called the ‘Midlands’
style.  This is a particu-
larly robust type of
hedge that developed in
response to having to
keep bullocks in their
fields.  Key elements of
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the Midland’s style in-
clude leaving one side of
the hedge with its bushy
tops intact.  This would
have prevented animals
from grazing the new
shoots that sprout from
inside the hedge.  The
twisted binders that
weave in and out of the
vertical stakes are known
as hethers.  The stakes
and hethers used in this
area are typically of ha-
zel.  Securing the hedge
in this way would have
prevented cattle lifting
the laid stems with their
horns whilst rubbing or

browsing the new
growth.

These days there are
far fewer cattle than
would once have been
the case.  However, lay-
ing a hedge can still re-
juvenate it if it is show-
ing signs of becoming
weak or ‘leggy’, so ensur-
ing that it remains a
long-term feature in the
landscape and habitat
for wildlife.  There is an
increasing demand to
learn the traditional
techniques of
hedgelaying.  The
Wychwood Project has

a Hedgelaying and
Coppicing Group – a
group of volunteers that
meet regularly in the
winter months to hone
their hedgelaying skills.
This season saw the
Group working on land
alongside the Oxford-
shire Way south of
Charlbury.  New mem-
bers are welcome to join
them next season.  Call
01993 814143 for fur-
ther information.

Nick Mottram
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Ascott-under-Wychwood Parish Council

Wychwoods Local History Society
Two more meetings re-
main for this season. On
Thursday 17th May
2007 at Milton Village
Hall at 7.30.p.m. Bill
King will talk about The
History of the Airfields
of Oxfordshire,
Gloucestershire and the
Cotswolds. World War
11, Post-War and Recent
History.

Then on Thursday,
21st June 2007 at
Shipton Village Hall at
7.30.p.m. Jim Godfrey
will talk about Christ
Church Cathedral - A
Peculiar Place.

Old and new mem-
bers are welcome. Sub-
scriptions are £6 for an
individual and £9 for a
couple which includes a

copy of Wychwoods
History when pub-
lished. Visitors are wel-
come at any meeting at
£2 per head. More in-
formation about the
Society can be obtained
from Wendy Pearse on
831023.

Wendy Pearse

Well Springtime is here,
despite the adverse
weather conditions!!
The Parish Council has
many issues to report
on:

Planning has been
fairly quiet, with the ex-
ception of 2A Shipton
Road of course.  The
Hearing for the Plan-
ning Appeal was held on
Thursday 1st and Friday
2nd March.  The Parish
Council was repre-
sented at the Hearing on
both days, the Chair-
man on Thursday and
Bridgette Crundwell on
the Friday, but unfortu-
nately due to the length
of time being taken a
further day was allo-
cated, this being Friday
16th March.  The Chair-

man attended on this
the final day and re-
ported that the Inspec-
tor would publish her
findings within 7 weeks,
this being by 4th May
2007.

At the January meet-
ing the Parish Council
took a decision to write
and invite numerous
businesses from around
the Village Green to
join them at the Febru-
ary meeting with a view
to discussing the serious
and ongoing problem of
parking around the
Green.  Almost all at-
tended the meeting with
quite a few members of
the public also.  The
meeting was very pro-
ductive with each pub-
lic member having their

chance to speak after the
Chairman gave his syn-
opsis of this issue and
how best to move it for-
ward.  The Parish Coun-
cil are continuing to
address this and are
now carrying out some
investigative work before
inviting all concerned to
discuss this further and
thus hopefully starting
to resolve this problem.

One exciting project,
which has been on the
Parish Council’s
Agenda for what seems
to have been an age, is
the Pound.  Stuart Fox
has now successfully se-
cured all grants and Lot-
tery Funding to at long
last, commence this
project.  Some of you

continued...
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Parish Council:
David Wilkinson,
Chairman 832144
Stuart Fox
Responsible Financial
Officer 832004
Elaine Byles 831427
Bridgette Crundwell
830671
Sally Franks 831432
Angela Barnes - Parish
Clerk: 01608 641045

may have already no-
ticed the removal of the
Birch Tree.  This was
one of the conditions
stipulated before fund-
ing would be released.
The stone wall will be
replaced by a new dry
stone wall, works are
due to start in May.
One stumbling block
the Parish Council has
hit is the Electricity Pole
in the middle of the
Pound.  Some initial
investigative work has
been done for the pos-
sible removal/re-siting
of the Pole, but unfor-
tunately the Utility
Company have given a

quotation in excess of
£7,000 - if anybody has
any ideas on this please
do not hesitate to con-
tact either myself or in-
deed one of the Coun-
cillors, noted below.
The Parish Council are
hopefully going to be re-
siting the Ascott Barrow
in the Pound, the stones
are currently being held
at the Oxfordshire Mu-
seum. This list of works
names but a few
schemes of what is
planned for the Pound,
a project that will be
both beautiful and in-
formative to all that
visit.

On a not so pleasant
note, it has been
brought to the atten-
tion of the Parish Coun-
cil on numerous occa-
sions the amount of
“dog mess” both on the
Village Green and
around the Village gen-
erally.  I am sure you will
agree we all want Ascott-
under-Wychwood to re-
main a beautiful Village
with a wonderful Vil-
lage Green!  If you walk
your Dogs around the
Village please please
pick up after them.

Just to remind you
all the Parish Council
meet every second Mon-
day of the month, with
the exception of August,
when there is no meet-
ing.  All are welcome.

Litter Pick

Thanks to all
who took part in

Ascott’s Annual Litter Pick,
helping to keep the Village

and its surroundings
free of litter.

“Help Keep Your Village
Clean and Litter Free!”
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!ATTENTION ALL LOCAL BUSINESSES!
Do you wish to promote your services and products

to a wider local audience? Then this year’s
Wychwood Forest Fair could be the place for you.

To be held Sunday 2nd Sept. 2007
at Capp’s Lodge Farm, Swinbrook.

Since its inception in 2000, the Wychwood Forest Fair has become
the most popular local environmental show in Oxfordshire and is
regularly attracting 4000 local visitors, with 150 different stalls.

The Fair is organised and run by the Friends of Wychwood to raise
funds in support of the Wychwood Project, which was awarded the

Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service in 2006.

Part of the Wychwood Project’s concept is to help and support local
businesses and communities, and the Forest Fair is doing that very

effectively.

Here is an opportunity to get your message in front of thousands of
local people who have the time to look and talk to you. We can offer
spaces either inside or outside the trading marquee, advertising space
within the Forest Fair programme, or you may wish to sponsor the

event with banners or logos on display.

               Contact: Ken Betteridge on 01993 878615
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I”ll start with a ques-
tion; what is the connec-
tion between the Syd-
ney Olympic Games
and the Evenlode Val-
ley?

The gold medallist in
the Decathlon at Sydney
in 2000 was a charis-
matic Estonian athlete
called Erki Nool. Over
the two days of compe-
tition he was supported
by a fan club of about
200 people (not all of
them Estonians) known
as the Erki Nool fan

A Tale of Two Spaniels
club. They arrived in the
stadium bedecked in
yellow and blue tee
shirts and accompanied
by a band consisting of
an accordion player and
a drummer with their
own theme tune. This
fan club followed Erki
around the major cham-
pionships for several
years such was the man’s
character, charm and
competitive ability. A
genuine all round ath-
lete he possessed
boundless energy and

was a particularly tal-
ented high jumper.

A few days later the
10000 meters was won
in inimitable style by
the wonderful Ethio-
pian runner Haile
Gebrselassie. Most ath-
letics fans consider him
to be the greatest ever
distance runner; he is
certainly the most popu-
lar and known through-
out the world as Gebre.
Small in stature he com-
petes with a permanent
smile on his face in vic-
tory or (rare) defeat and
demonstrates a genuine
compassion and sports-
manship towards his
competitors. He is an
athlete who runs long
distances very fast and
has no apparent limits
to his energy.

In early 2006 I was
faced with the challenge
of choosing names for
two three month old
cocker spaniel puppies
who arrived in our
kitchen late one morn-
ing in a cardboard box.
Their first achievement
(by about day three) was
to demolish and eat said
cardboard box.
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I had not quite an-
ticipated the difficulty
in choosing names,
though not for want of
advice from ‘friends’.
Posh and Becks, Wills
and Harry were rejected;
I was tempted by Toby
and Jed (that’s one for
fans of the West Wing).
Eventually I decided
that in order for them
to be distinctive I
should name them after
my great passion, track
and field athletics. The
only difficulty was that
my favourite distance
runner was the Finn,
Lasse Viren and I felt
that adopting his Chris-
tian name might be mis-

construed. I discounted
the two best hurdlers
(Ed Moses and
Reynaldo Nehemiah) as
too biblical !

I am sure you can see
where this is leading.
Yes, the black dog is full
of energy and a prodi-

gious leaper (dry stone
walls hold no fear); he
now answers to “Erki”.
The golden spaniel is fast
and can maintain his
speed for a considerable
distance; he has become
“Gebre”.

So now, most morn-
ings the Evenlode Valley
echoes to the cry of
“Erki”, “Erki” and
“Come on Gebre” just
as the Olympic Sta-
dium did 7 years ago. I
get some odd looks but
I have yet to come across
other dogs with the
same name !!

Dave Wilkinson

1. Wallflower
2. Harebell
3. Coltsfoot
4. Carnation
5.  Snowdrop
6. Jonquil
7. Dandelion
8. Cowslip
9.  Marigold
10. Deadly Nightshade
11.  Rose

Answers to Last Month’s
‘Find the Flowers’ Quiz

12. Lily of the Valley
13. Foxglove
14.Pink
15. Catmint
16. Iris
17. Scarlet Pimpernel
18. Bleeding Heart.

Nobody submitted a
correct entry.
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‘Only fools and birds
fly’ and ‘If you’ve time
to spare, go by air’ were
two adages of my boss
at HQ Strike Com-
mand, Don Taylor. Don
spoke with some au-
thority, having spent
World War II as a navi-
gator on Lancasters and
survived.  When Don
did his navigator train-
ing, they were still called
Observers and the
winged brevet on Don’s
uniform sported an ‘O’
rather than an ‘N’. With
the irreverence of the
RAF, this was known as
the flying arse’ole.

The inspiration for
this series of articles
came to me at 39000
feet over the Urals, half
way through another
seemingly endless flight
back to London from
Tokyo. As I gazed
around the aseptic inte-
rior of the Airbus, the
only malfunction ap-
peared to be that the in-
flight entertainment sys-
tem was a bit wonky and
I cast my mind back to
the 1970s and 80s, when
first as an RAF officer
then a personnel man-

Airy Stories
ager in the construction
industry, I flew around
the globe.

These articles will tell
the stories of some of
these flights and the an-
ecdotes I picked up
along the way. Nowa-
days, my business flying
is confined to intermi-
nable hours in Airbuses
and Jumbos and it’s
boring; then, flying was
generally far from boring
and with some of the
third-world airlines,
damn dangerous.

I should explain that
I was not a pilot in the
RAF, but a Secretarial
Officer, part of the front-
line support. When I
went to RAF Biggin Hill
for officer selection, part
of the process included
a top-to-toe medical.
With true RAF logic,
they divided your
anatomy into sections,
each section dealt with
by a different doctor.
All went well until I
reached the eye special-
ist, an Indian doctor
who was playing chess
with his medical orderly
when I entered the
room.

The doctor stared at
my eyes and then in an
accent worthy of Peter
Sellers’ best, exclaimed
‘Oh, what a lovely
squint!  You cannot join
the Air Force.’

This was, to say the
least, a bit of a shaker.

‘Why not?’ I en-
quired.

‘Oh, you cannot f ly
aeroplanes with a squint
like that.’

‘But I don’t want to
fly, I want to be a Secre-
tarial Officer.’

‘Ohhh, that is all right
then, you can join.’

And with that, he
signed the form and had
taken one bishop before
his orderly realised he
was back in the game.

My first job in the
RAF was as a staff officer
on communication sys-
tems, based at HQ
Strike Command at
High Wycombe. With
the nap still fresh on my
uniform, I had to visit
RAF stations in UK and
overseas, advising other
officers far older and
more experienced than
myself. It taught me peo-
ple handling skills, di-
plomacy and that being
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right was only part of
the whole process. I also
learned that first impres-
sions were generally cor-
rect.

In those heady days,
I would be allocated an
aircraft from the Com-
munications Squadrons
at RAF Northolt and fly
to anywhere in England,
Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland. And
abroad, but by other
means. In 18 months, I
saw more of the RAF
than many saw in an
entire career, averaging
many hours per month
in the air.  Having my
own aeroplane was
lovely – you could be in
the far north of Scot-
land by lunchtime - but
it raised the hackles of
some station command-
ers. One asked me how
I had travelled and when
I told him ( I was then a
Pilot Officer, the lowest
of the low) he riposted
‘I’m a Group Captain
and I don’t get my own
aircraft!’

And so to my first
story, which if I were a
bit plebeian, I might
describe as ‘A trip oop
North’. Officers based

at command headquar-
ters like Strike Com-
mand had to visit sta-
tions in the command
two or three times per
year.  To save on time
and transport, there was
an aircraft laid on once
per month from RAF
Northolt to fly the staff
officers either north to
stations in Scotland or
west to those in Devon
and Cornwall. I and
some of the staff from
my section were booked

on a Scotland run to
visit RAF Kinloss on
the Moray Firth.

A coach picked us up
from our offices, then
proceeded round the
officers’ married quar-
ters to collect various
wing commanders and
group captains. The
roads in the married
quarters were narrow
and winding and I ad-
mired the skill of the
corporal driver as he
wended his way from
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house to house. When
we reached one house,
the group captain who
lived in it was totally
miffed at having to ride
in an RAF coach.

I had some sympathy
with his view, as RAF
coaches were intended
to carry people from A
to B, but the words ‘in
comfort’ were not in-
cluded in the specifica-
tion. Springing harder
than a Formula 1 car,
minimal seat padding
and a backrest angle of
about 89 degrees made
even a short journey
uncomfortable. The
wheezy engine had an
oil-bath air filter that
gulped in air like an asth-
matic in serious difficul-
ties and the coach not
so much accelerated as
gathered momentum.

‘Where’s my staff
car?’ barked our group
captain.

The corporal ex-
plained that to save on
transport, everyone
would be travelling by
coach.

‘I’m a group captain,
I’m entitled to a staff
car’ said our complainer.

The corporal ex-
plained again. At this,
our group captain be-
came positively choleric
and the poor driver was
then bollocked rigid for
the only fault of being
the unfortunate sap al-
located the Northolt
run. Still muttering,
groupie boarded the
coach, to be mocked by
his fellow senior officers
who saw him for the
complete prat he was.
‘Morning Jim’ and ‘Eve-

rything all right then?’
were very eloquent put-
downs.

My instincts said this
was a portent for a  bad
day and how right I was.
Our aircraft was an
Andover, an HS 748
modified for military
use with a lowering tail
ramp a la Hercules and
a kneeling undercarriage
to go with it.  We took
off from Northolt and
after 10 minutes, the Air
Loadmaster spotted oil
spraying from a vent in
one engine nacelle. The
aircraft captain decided
to land at RAF Benson
for repairs, as Benson
housed Andovers of the
Queen’s Flight. I was
sitting in the jump seat
at the back of the cock-
pit and was impressed
by the captain’s profes-
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sionalism in dealing
with the problem. The
fault was a leaking oil
seal to one alternator,
but the Benson
Andovers were a differ-
ent mark to ours and we
had to wait for spares to
be flown up from RAF
Thorney Island near
Chichester.

So, 30+ officers de-
scended on the officers’
mess for lunch. When
we came out, one
Group Captain discov-
ered that his brand new
and expensive Bates
basha hat (so named as
it resembled the shape

of a native hut in Africa)
had been purloined and
replaced by an old ‘side’
hat, a cheap cloth fold-
ing hat. For the second
time that day, we had a
choleric officer. He
wanted to have an in-
spection of all the other
group captains’ hats -
only group captains and
above hats had gold
braid ‘scrambled egg’ on
the peak -  but they all
told him to go paddle
his canoe.

We rejoined the
Andover, flew to Edin-
burgh, then Leuchars
and finally Kinloss. My

visit went well, some-
body laid on an im-
promptu and riotous
party and I went to bed
thoroughly ratted as a
young officer should.
The following day, we
retraced our route and
landed safely at
Northolt.

Captain Choleric 2
never saw his hat again
and Captain Choleric 1,
still muttering impreca-
tions about his staff car,
bumped his way home
in the same coach in
which he had set out.

Nigel Wild



The Ascott Grapevine - Page 28 Don’t forget about the Ascott website:



Page 29 - Issue 54www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk

Memories of Coldstone Part 7

Following my last
Grapevine article in
which the photograph
of Foster’s van appeared
some information has
come forward  from
Anthony Hemming
about the people por-
trayed.

The two gentlemen
standing by Foster’s
Lorry were Mr Jack Hem-
ming in the trilby and
Mr Ted Thornton in the
beret. Jack Hemming
was the supervisor for
Fosters and did every-
one’s rounds when nec-
essary for example to

cover the holidays. The
depot at Milton was
then run by Ted who
later moved on. John
Hemming,  the son of
Jack, took over and lived
at the Upper Milton
depot with one of the
Morrisons from
Shipton, Patricia
Morrison,  who later
had Joanna (Harris) who
lives at the top of the
A s c o t t - C h a r l b u r y
Road,  Anthony who
lives at Milton and
Patrick who lives at
Leafield. John had the

More on Foster’s Van
depot from 1962 until
1968 when the business
began to decline. John
Hemming did not want
to buy the depot and
round but Basil Pratley
who had married an-
other of the Morrisons
(Teresa) decided to and
later bought the shop in
Milton. Local lads who
helped with Fosters in-
cluded Nigel Beaney
and Ted Beaney.

The young lad in the
suit is of course Fred
Russell with his friend
John Campbell

Jim Pearse

In the nineteen forties
most farms had a milk-
ing herd and our cows
spent most of their time
in the three grass fields
on the Cordle Brook
side of the Shipton
Road.  We children
quite often fetched
them in for milking.
They came out of the
gateway of the
Sheepwash

Field and then
walked round the road
and into the farm en-
trance going on through

the yard
and into
their own
places in
the cow-
shed which
was the
b u i l d i n g
adjoining
the stone
barn. After
m i l k i n g
they came
out more
slowly, tak-
ing time to
graze round
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the apple trees. There
was very little traffic in
those days especially at
6.30.a.m., just a few
men cycling to work and
Gordon Carpenter, the
newsagent driving to
collect the papers off
the train at Ascott Sta-
tion.

There was a small
grass field beyond the
Tiddy Hall car park
which has now given
way to houses and gar-
dens. It was convenient
for village fetes. With a
gap made through the
wall it was used for stalls
and sideshows while in-
door activities took
place in the old Tiddy
Hall.

We usually had six or
seven young cattle graz-
ing in that field but one
morning soon after the
wartime we found the
gate open and the cattle
gone. There had been a
dance at the hall the
night before so presum-
ably somebody took a
short cut on their way
back to Shipton. It
took at least two days to
find them. We were driv-
ing round and stopped
at the crossroads on the
A361 on top of
Shipton downs to look
across the surrounding
area when several cattle
called from behind the
bushes in what was then
a disused quarry and is

now a level field. They
had heard us children
chattering and called in
response.

The first time I dealt
with straying cattle on
my own, we had five
calves about six months
old shut in the orchard
and rickyard, now the
grounds of Coldwell
Brook. One afternoon I
found them on the road
to Shipton having
pushed through the
hedge. I opened the gate
and was wondering how
to stop them from go-
ing past when Mr
Ackerman came along
cycling home from
Langley Mill Farm
where he worked, to his
house in Andrew’s Yard,
so he was able to help
me drive them back in.

One day when I was
exploring in the house
I noticed a 3 inches wide
brass cover plate on the
wall by a flight of stairs
to the bedrooms in the
more modern wing.
Under this cover was a
type of hinge with wires
running under the wall
plaster, an horizontal
one towards the bed-
rooms and a vertical one
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leading down to-
wards the
kitchen. Obvi-
ously part of a
bell pull system.
There was also a
bare wooden
f light of stairs
leading from the
larder to the bed-
room landing in
the older part of
the house and
these stairs would
have been used by
servants.

We know from
records that for almost
all of its existence
Coldstone Farmhouse
was occupied by ten-
ants, but one owner
who did live there was
Thomas Nicholas Perry
Hacker. He was an im-
portant person in the
area and owned prop-
erty and houses in other
parishes including Hack-
ers House at Churchill.
Jackson’s Oxford Jour-
nal reporting on one
public event read “also
present was Mr Thomas
Nicholas Perry Hacker,
Gentleman of
Coldstone.” His parents
were Thomas Hacker,
Gentleman of Kingham

and Mary Perry the
daughter of Nicholas
and Hannah Perry of
Ascott. Nicholas Perry
of Ascott bought some
of the Coldstone Farm
land from a descendant
of Sir Rowland Lacy,
the builder of Shipton
Court. In 1768, unfor-
tunately for him, Tho-
mas Nicholas Perry
Hacker died aged only
40 from “Gout of the
stomach.”  He left a de-
tailed will including fu-
neral instructions with
money set aside for
decorations for the team
of horses to draw the
hearse and mourning
rings, hatbands and
gloves for all his tenants.
He is buried with his sis-

ter Catherine, his par-
ents and grandparents
the Perrys, in the table
tombs close by the door-
way of the church
porch.

Mid May 1951
brought a bit of a shock.
Arriving home from
school one day, I learnt
that grandfather was ill
and after milking the
cows by hand twice
every day for as long as I
could remember the
doctor now told him
that he must stop work-
ing. But the cows still
had to be milked of
course and I was able to
do some of it. However
within a couple of weeks
or so grandfather died
and this brought the
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farm tenancy to an end,
so the landlord decided
to sell the farm with va-
cant possession to take
effect from 29th Septem-
ber 1952. Quite a
number of people came
to view the farm but at
the auction the bidding
failed to reach the re-
served price. However it
was later sold privately
to Leonard Hill, a
builder, who was just
setting  up the
“Birdland” attraction at
his home in Bourton-on-
the-Water.

In 1952 there were
several other farms for
sale in the surrounding
area but none of them
were quite suitable for
us and by July the future

was looking very uncer-
tain!

Then a surprise!.
Coldstone Farm was
advertised for sale again.
Mr Hill reserved sixty
prime elm trees for tim-
ber and divided the farm
into various lots, so my
parents bought the big-
gest and best area of land
with the idea of putting
a house and farm build-
ings on it and
Honeydale Farm was
born.

Chris Harries bought
the farmhouse with a
view to convert the sta-
bles into a pottery. A
young couple bought
the stone barn and cow-
shed, orchard and
rickyard with ideas to

convert the barn
into a house (now
Coldwell Brook).
C o m m a n d e r
Cunningham of
Chestnut Close
(now Wychwood
Manor) bought all
the fields on the
Cordle Brook side
and Harry Perkins
of Fernhill Farm
bought the fields
close to the railway.
Mr Hill wanted us

to have the ten and a
half acre field across the
A361 but dad said it
was too stony and in-
cluded about three
quarters of a mile of
hedge. It was eventually
sold to Ralph Palmer of
Langley Farm and is
now Pyrton Farm and
the Poultry Buildings.

So did all those
events just happen? Or
was it all ordered so that
I could live and work
for so many more years
on this land that I
loved and already knew
so well. I tend to think
that it was.

Mid September
brought a major inci-
dent. On the way home
from school we were
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met by a group of young
children and the greet-
ing “Hey Jim Pearse your
hayrick’s on fire.” Sure
enough smoke was ris-
ing beyond the railway.
We went to see what we
could do and mother
hurried to the tel-
ephone box opposite
the Grange. It wasn’t
long before we could
hear the clanging of the
bell on the fire engine
coming along Gypsy
Lane and through our
railway bridge. It was
soon followed by doz-
ens of Ascott people
who came to watch.
Hedley Reynolds from
Langley Mill brought
his tractor and so we had
two wagons being
loaded with rescued hay
which was then laid out
in rows on the field.
Several Ascott men
helped load the wagons
while the firemen
damped the fire. A row
of three ricks were in-
volved and the rescued
hay never dried out
properly again. As a
neighbour, Ivor Warner,
said at the time “You
might just as well let it

burn.” The policemen
later told dad that they
knew who started the
fire but the perpetrators
were too young to pros-
ecute.

The last day came.
29th September 1952.
In the morning my sis-
ter and I got on the
Burford School bus in
Ascott as usual, then on
the way back in the af-
ternoon we got off the
bus at our new farm en-
trance on the A361 and
our move was made.

The various new own-
ers took possession of
their property and that
was the end of the many
centuries of Coldstone
Farm.

With this article I
come to the end of my
memories of Coldstone
Farm. I hope that you
have enjoyed reading
them as much as I have
enjoyed remembering
them.

Jim Pearse.
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Cook’s Corner: Ascott’s Favourite Recipes
Recipe from The W.I. Cook Book
Walnut Sables

We have chosen an-
other recipe from the
Ascott  W.I. cook
book, this one provided
by June Holmes.

3 oz butter
3 oz flour
3 oz grated cheese
seasoning
beaten egg
coarsely chopped wal-
nuts
rock salt

Method
Rub the butter into the
flour and add the cheese
and seasoning. Knead
into a paste.
Roll out thinly and cut
into strips about 2
inches wide.
Brush over with beaten
egg and sprinkle thickly
with walnuts.
Grind a little salt over
and cut into triangles.

Bake on a tin lined with
greaseproof paper in a
moderate oven for
about 10 minutes.

June Holmes

The steady rise in fuel
bills has prompted a
growing interest in
home energy conserva-
tion, and with it an in-
creasing desire to apply
the environmental
awareness we carry in
every day life (re-cycling
rubbish or sharing car
journeys) to the homes
we live in. According to
the Energy Savings Trust
every household could
save up to £300 a year
by being more energy
efficient, and could re-
duce their carbon emis-

How to Make Your Home More
Environmentally Friendly
(and cheaper to run)

sions by as much as two
tonnes (enough to fill
two balloons ten meters
in diameter).
Here’s how:

Loft insulation: If
your roof is not insu-
lated you could be los-
ing 25% through the
roof. The 2-3 inches of
lagging you might have
up there is woefully in-
adequate compared
to the 250ml (10-12
inches) of lagging that is
now recommended. It
will cost around £250-
£300 to do, depending

on the size of your loft,
and is free if you’re on
benefits, or discounted
if you’re not (see
www.energysavingstrust.co.uk
for details of grants and
discounts).

Cavity wall insula-
tion: If your walls aren’t
lagged, you could be los-
ing as much as 33% of
your heat through the
walls. Although insula-
tion can cost £500-700,
like loft insulation, it’s
free if you’re on benefits
and subsidized if you’re
not. Do both and you
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could save 10-15% on
your heating bills
straight away.

Energy efficient
boiler: If your boiler is
more than 15 years old
it will no longer be en-
ergy efficient and you
might want to consider
replacing it with a con-
densing boiler that will
cut your heating bills by
one third.

Radiators: You’ll cut
costs by putting thermo-
statically controlled
valves on every radiator
and turning each one
down when a room
isn’t in use (such as bed-
rooms during the day).
It is also worth putting
reflective foil behind ra-
diators on outside walls
to bounce the energy
back into the room
(about £30 for 10 pan-
els or improvise by cov-
ering cardboard with sil-
ver foil).

Real fires: Surpris-
ingly, real fires and
wood burning stoves are
considered to be energy
efficient as wood is a re-
newable energy source.
Try to use as much waste
wood (old fence panels
or hedging) as much as
possible.

Water: If your hot
water tank doesn’t have
a solid foam cover, get
an insulating jacket for
it  (£10-20), and either
put a brick in your toi-
let cistern to reduce the
amount of water used
each flush or ask the lo-
cal water authority
about free “Hippos” and
“save-a-flush” devices. A
shower (of less than 15
minutes) is more eco-
nomical than a bath,
but power showers are
environmentally disas-
trous. You could atone
for your evil ways by
keeping a bucket of bath
or shower water by the
loo to throw down it
instead of a flush once
or twice a day. Or not.

Kitchen appliances:
Try to use your tumble
dryer as infrequently as
possible (or, for maxi-
mum environmental
awareness, not at all).
Dishwashers are not as
wasteful of heat and
water as you might
think, but only if put on
when full, and use the
most economical set-
ting (check the manual
for a 30 minute pro-
gramme). Energy effi-
cient appliances use less

power and are cheaper
to run and because they
need less energy, they’re
responsible for fewer
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. An energy effi-
cient washing machine,
for instance, uses a third
less energy than an old,
inefficient model and
cuts water consumption
considerably.  Using a
40°C wash cycle rather
than 60°C means you
use a third less electric-
ity. Reduce the wash to
30°C cycle and you save
more. An old fridge or
freezer will be very inef-
ficient and replacing
them with an A rated
(in terms of energy effi-
ciency) new model
could save £45 a year
and could cut carbon
dioxide emissions by up
to  190kg a year.

Windows: All win-
dows should ideally be
double glazed, with the
best kind of frames be-
ing wooden, followed
by UPVC. The worst
offenders? Metal which
can mean you lose up to
20% of your heat
through the glass. Close
windows or shutters at
dusk to conserve heat
and fill any window gaps
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with draft proofing
where possible.

Lightbulbs: Energy
saving light bulbs use 1/
5 of the energy of ordi-
nary bulbs and last 10-
12 years, ensuring you
get your money back on
electricity bills within a
year. That’s a saving of
up to £9 a year for a typi-
cal 100W bulb, or £100
over the bulb’s lifetime.
The good news is, they
have improved and you
can now get warm light,
cool light or daylight
bulbs in a huge variety

of sizes and fittings,
even halogen replace-
ments (check out the
lighting shop in
Witney). Go for a higher
wattage to compensate
for the fact that they
fade over time. Switch-
ing off unwanted lights
makes further environ-
mental savings - a 100W
light bulb left on for
just 1/2 hour, for in-
stance, creates enough
CO2 to fill a party bal-
loon.

Standby: 10% of an
average electricity bill is

made up of electrical
equipment left on
standby, with comput-
ers and mobile phone
chargers being one of the
most thirsty when not
in use. If an appliance
has an “off” switch (as
TVs, Hi-Fi’s, kettles etc
do) you’re ok, and
DVDs and satellite top
boxes often need re-pro-
gramming if switched off
so are best left on. In
future, all electrical
equipment will have to
have an on/off switch so
it can’t be left on
standby, but in the
meantime we are all
wasting energy (and
money) without realiz-
ing it. Turning off your
office computer at night
could save you more
than £60 a year, and you
can make further savings
by turning off your
screen (or putting it in
“sleep” mode) when
leaving the room.

Recycling: Make the
most of our excellent
weekly re-cycling collec-
tion by rinsing and sav-
ing plastic, paper and
glass. You can also mas-
sively reduce the size
(and impact) of your
rubbish by composting
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Book Review

fruit, vegetables and tea
bags at home.

Further information:

The Energy Savings
Trust website (www.est/
myhome/) is packed
with information about
carbon reduction, tips
and advice with up to
date details of grants
available by region.  You
can call 0800 512 012
to speak to a local advi-
sor for a free “home en-
ergy check” over the
phone or online at
www.est.co.uk/check/.

Global Action Plan
www.globalactionplan.org.uk
offers support forming
an “eco-team” with like-
minded neighbours, an
eco-audit service, and an
online GreenScore
questionnaire to get you
started. You can also
work out just
how much carbon diox-
ide you produce and get
tips on cutting down
your pollution by visit-
ing
www.carboncalculator.com 

The National Federa-
tion of Women’s Insti-

tutes (www.womens-
institute.org.uk/cam-
paigns) is encouraging
members to form “eco-
teams” to work at be-
coming more environ-
mentally friendly

For a more detailed
home audit, eco-cam-
paigner, Donnachadh
McCarthy, author of
“Saving the planet with-
out costing the earth”
will come to your home
and write a report for
£160

 www.3acorns.co.uk
 Louise Atkinson

Embers
by Sàndor  Màrai

Two old men sit in a
dark castle on a dark
night. One – the castle’s
owner – is an old-fash-
ioned soldier and land-
owner; the other,
Konrad, is a musician
and son of a poor mid-
dle-class family. Over
half a century before
they had become fast
friends at a harsh mili-
tary academy. But 41
years before Konrad had
betrayed the General
and disappeared. Now
he has returned, and
this is the reckoning be-
tween them.

First Konrad tells of
the tropics, where he has

Sàndor Màrai was born
in 1900 in the Austro-
Hungarian Empire and
died in the U.S. in
1989. In between he
wrote more than twenty
books, many of which
explore the tension be-
tween the old world and
the new. Embers is one
of the best.

It is set in 1940, and
the war-torn world out-
side is a brooding pres-
ence at the edge of the
novel. But at its heart is
a personal war, told
with haunting intensity
in 200 short pages.

spent many of the last
41 years. The rest of the
book is the General’s,
telling of the past, of
their friendship, of his
wife Krisztina, and of
what happened between
them. What happened,
of course, was adultery.
But Embers is about adul-
tery only as Anna
Karenina is. It is about
friendship, and music,
and the clash of cultures
– the General’s old-fash-
ioned code of courage
and duty, Konrad’s new
one of art and individu-
alism. It is about hunt-
ing – the most remark-
able account I’ve ever
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read, which sees deep
into its union of the
worship of life with the
lust for death. Above all
it is about the universal
need and universal im-
possibility of love.

And what did hap-
pen on that day 41 years
ago? Out hunting,
Konrad raised his rifle.
Did he mean to shoot a

deer or his friend? And
if his friend, was
Krisztina a party to his
plan? From that day on
the General never spoke
to her. Now she is dead,
and he finally puts his
questions to Konrad.

Embers was rediscov-
ered in 1998 and be-
came a bestseller around
the world, reaching us

in 2001. If you didn’t
read it then, you have a
treat in store – and if
you did read it then
too. Like all master-
pieces, it offers a new
hidden beauty every
time.

Carole Angier
Available in Penguin
paperback

The Forge Garage over-
looks the Village Green
and occupies the site of
the original black-
smith’s forge, which
can be traced back to
the sixteenth century
and probably existed
well before that. The
original forge was a
larger building extend-
ing into what is now
Church Path and the
blacksmith lived in the
cottage which is now
next to the garage.

Ascott Businesses
The Forge Garage In 1965

R i c h a r d
and Ann
Franks pur-
chased the
forge and
the adjoin-
ing cottage,
which they renovated
and shortly after had
three petrol pumps in-
stalled on the workshop
forecourt, selling 2, 3
and 4 star petrol under
the National Benzole
name. At that time
£1.00 would purchase 4
gallons (18 litres) of

fuel. They also sold oil
and some car accessories
from the forge.

In 1972 the forge
was converted into a
motor repair workshop
and during the conver-
sion a well was uncov-
ered and found in the
bottom of the well were
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the Blacksmith’s origi-
nal tools.

The Garage and cot-
tage were then split up;
the garage was acquired
by Vernon Howes and
the house by Richard
Plant. In 1982 the ga-
rage was sold again, this
time to Chris Wastie,
the current owner.
When Chris took over
the business the pumps
were no longer in use
and he concentrated on
vehicle repairs and serv-
icing, having spent the
previous ten years as

service manager at the
four-wheel drive garage
in Hailey.

Chris is pleased to
work on all makes of
family cars and is particu-
larly knowledgeable
about vehicles from the
1960’s and 1970’s often
undertaking work on
cars from that era that
other garages would find
difficult to do. He also
has access to the latest
electronic testing and
diagnostic equipment
that’s required for serv-
icing and fault-finding in

modern cars. Chris
stresses the importance
of keeping up-to-date
with modern vehicle
technology whilst still
offering good “old-fash-
ioned” experience which
often beats electronic
systems when trying to
locate faults and prob-
lems.

The Forge Garage of-
fers the convenience of
a local business com-
bined with a collection
and delivery system
within an eight to ten
mile radius.

Stuart Fox

Although not com-
pletely useless, my abil-
ity as a village cricketer
was nothing to write
home about. The finest
player I ever saw play for
Ascott was Freddie
Alden. He was a fine
spin bowler who I saw
many times win the
match for the village
when all seemed lost,
taking the wickets of the
opposition, before go-
ing on duty at the sig-
nal box at six in the
evening on a Saturday
or Sunday.

Does Going Down the Plughole the Wrong
Way Help Spin Bowlers?

Over the years he and
his wife Kath, became
great friends of mine and
the best neighbours my
family had. Freddie con-
tinued to play cricket
well into his sixties and
died in 1978 aged 72.
Like so many of his gen-
eration his passing left
me very much the
poorer and I think, the
village also. When I re-
member them I realise
they were the days of my
glory.

 I’ve written about
Freddie and his spin

bowling because I have
a theory why England
lost the Ashes. I have
never been to the south-
ern hemisphere, but I
am told that water goes
down the plughole the
opposite way to that in
the north. Could it be
the magnetic pull, or
whatever it is, aids
Shane Warne and the
other Aussie bowlers?
Could there be anything
in this idea? I should
like to know!

While we are think-
ing about sport, why do
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commentators at foot-
ball matches say a player
has ‘just hit the wood-
work’ when square
wooden goalposts
haven’t been used for
years. And another
thing.  The other day I
heard a commentator
say, “That was a great

Gerrard Cross,” I always
thought that Gerrards
Cross was near London!

So long for now
Fred

P.S At the top of the
playing field there is a
plaque, near a tree, it
reads, In memory of
Fred Alden, a keen

cricketer, from his
Canadian cousins 1978.
For many of us who still
remember him he was
more than just a keen
cricketer, he was a
village hero on many a
summer’s Saturday
afternoon.

Is it possible to learn
about a country, which
happens to be the
fourth biggest in the
world (fifth in terms of
population), by making
a visit of just three
weeks and without be-
ing able to speak the lo-
cal language? The  answer
must be no, but it
might be possible just
to begin to understand
a little of how much
there is to find out
about!

So when Rosemary
and I selected Brazil as
the country that would
receive a visit from us
this winter, we decided
to confine ourselves to
a smallish area. As first
time visitors we very
quickly decided on the
area round Rio, and we

A Glimpse of Brazil
decided also
that we would
go there around
the time of the
a n n u a l
“Carnaval”. Rio
de Janeiro as
everyone has
heard, is a
thrilling city to
visit. It is lively,
full of music
and colour and
with a wonder-
ful friendly
p o p u l a t i o n ,
contributed to
by every race on
earth and every
conceivable mixture of
them all. But no, they
don’t all speak English,
and a little ingenuity in
finding ways to commu-
nicate has to be found.

The carnival proces-
sions in Rio are spec-

tacular and extravagant
beyond imagining.
Many towns and villages
stage their own festival.
The main one in Rio
takes place in the
Sambadrome (I’d never
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even heard the word
before I went to Rio).
This is a mile long pur-
pose-built procession
route flanked on either
side by grandstands
which the floats and ac-
companying samba
dancers progress along
at the rate of about half
a mile an hour, making
an amazing noise as they
go (that is the spectators
as well as the partici-
pants).

Rio was the first capi-
tal of Brazil and its his-
tory goes back to the
early fifteen hundreds
when Brazil was first
colonised. The historic
parts of the city, built in
the colonial style, are
made up of colourful
houses in narrow
streets, probably a bit
like the Portuguese ones
that the inhabitants had
left behind. These parts
of the town are well
away from the world of
the Ipanema and
Copacabana beaches
that Rio is so renowned
for.

This area of Brazil
was founded on the gold
and precious stones that
the immigrants found

there and mined on an
immense scale, generally
using slave labour. Some
of the churches in the
mining towns are em-
bellished in gold on an
extraordinary scale.
Much of this enormous
mineral wealth, as
would be expected,
found its way back to
Portugal (which for
some reason never man-
aged to become one of
the permanently wealthy
nations of Europe). It is
possible to visit these
old towns and to de-
scend into the depths of
some of the gold mines.

Much of southern
Brazil is fertile land well
suited for various crops
and for grazing of cattle.
The Pantanal, an area the
size of France in the
south west of the coun-
try, is to a great extent
covered by water for
much of the year. This
f lood plain is inter-
spersed with jungle and
open grazing areas. The
farms here are privately
owned and function as
cattle ranches, but the
owners agree to limit
their activities so as to
allow the abundant

wildlife to thrive. We
found that on just short
expeditions from the
eco- lodge where we
were staying, it was pos-
sible to see a tremen-
dous amount of wild
life, including the mag-
nificent (but now rare)
hyacinth macaw as well
as capybara and caiman,
jaguars and jabiru
storks. We saw plenty of
toucans and although
we were warned that
there were great schools
of piranha fish lurking
everywhere in the water,
we managed to come
back with all our fingers
in place.

As well as seeing
places, Brazil offers
many opportunities for
relaxation, with fantas-
tic waterfalls, a magnifi-
cent sandy coastline and
islands and trails to ex-
plore. Although there
were quite a number of
French visitors, we were
surprised not to find
other British tourists.

It was a great privilege
to have the opportunity
to see a little of this
massive country; we
would certainly like to
return one day.

Mark Dawbarn
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A s c o t t - u n d e r -
Wychwood’s Commu-
nity Village Shop’s cam-
paign towards ecologi-
cally-friendly shopping
has taken a major step
forward with the intro-
duction of jute shop-
ping bags.

The award-winning
shop was opened in
November 2003 by Ra-
dio Oxford’s Bill Heine
and recently starred in
ITV’s Heart of the Coun-
try programme on the
nationwide revival in
sourcing and buying lo-
cally.

Partly funded by the
residents themselves and
run mainly by volun-
teers, the Ascott enter-
prise has always pro-
moted a strong policy of
purchasing goods from
businesses in the area
and encouraging local
shopping.  It is a mem-
ber of the Local Food
project.

Growing concerns
about the burgeoning
quantities of plastic bags
in circulation led to en-
quiries about jute bags.
Over 150 million plas-
tic bags are used just

Ascott’s Village Shop Goes Even Greener
once in the UK every
week, there are 46,000
pieces of plastic in every
square mile of the
world’s oceans and over
a million birds and
mammals are killed by
plastic every year.  Dis-
carded plastic bags are a
serious pollutant and
although some are bio-
degradable, the majority
take over 200 years to
decompose.

Capacious and
sturdy, with comfort-
able carrying handles,
the jute shopping bag
lasts a considerable time
and is made from natu-
rally grown fibres.
When it finally wears
out, the bag is con-
signed to the compost
heap to rot naturally
into fresh nutrients for
the soil.  All the dyes and
colourants used on the
bag are water-based and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
friendly.

Thanks to sponsor-
ship from Hook Norton
Brewery, who supply
the Ascott shop with a
range of their beers, cus-
tomers can now buy
their very own jute bag

to carry their shopping.
Echoing the shop col-
our of green and re-
splendent with the
Ascott Village Shop
logo, these long-lasting
carriers will play their
part in a cleaner envi-
ronment and reduced
toxic waste.  At £3.50
each, they offer excellent
value for money.

Bridgette Crundwell,
Chair of the shop’s man-
agement committee
said “Helping the envi-
ronment and reducing
global warming is about
all of us doing a small
amount each and these
bags are one piece of the
mosaic.  Hook Norton
Brewery share our com-
mitment to the environ-
ment and we thank their
Managing Director,
James Clarke, for his
support and generous
sponsorship.”

The bags are now on
sale at the village shop.

Nigel Wild
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Gardening Notes
Spring is here already
and I suppose it has not
been a bad gardening
year so far, fairly mild
most of the time, no lin-
gering snow and very
few frosts. Though the
hailstorms in the mid-
dle of  March weren‘t
very helpful to plants
that had come on too
soon in the mild winter.
The flowers of our early
clematis armandii were
just about to flower a
good month or so be-
fore normal and they
were devastated, shriv-
elled and brown depriv-
ing us of their beauty
and scent. Strangely,
magnolias which have
been equally early this
year do not seem to
have been too badly af-
fected and there have
been some beautiful
specimens around. As
I‘m writing this at the
end of March, I have no
means of  knowing
whether April has been
kind or dealt some other
blow to fine early speci-
mens.

Mild winters bring-
ing plants on too soon
and some sharp weather
even spoiling the early

growth do seem to be
the pattern and we gar-
deners will just have to
find some way of coping
with it. I don‘t know
what. The gardening
gurus will need to give
us help, soon please.
One thing I am doing,
as mentioned last time,
is sowing as many seeds
as possible indoors then
planting out the mature
seedlings. This year  I‘ve
decided to use raised
beds for vegetables and
to sow the seeds in
lengths of drainpipe.
Jeff Hamilton advocated
using drainpipes quite a
few years ago but no-
body seemed to take it
up until Sarah Raven in
the last couple of years
or two. The advantage
of drain pipes is that
you can slip the whole
length of seedlings into
an already prepared
trench the shape of the
pipe saving planting out
time and effort which
compensates for the
time spent sowing the
seeds in the pipe rather
than straight into the
ground. By using raised
beds I am hoping that
keeping the weeds

down will be easier be-
cause I will be using
weed free compost to fill
the beds which will also
smother the seedlings in
the ground that the
raised beds will sit on.
With this method too
you don‘t stand on the
soil but work from path-
ways between the beds
so not upsetting the soil
structure: and you do
not dig the beds but
keep adding compost
every year to renew the
soil‘s goodness. I expect
it to save me a lot of ef-
fort. The raised beds
will, I hope, solve an-
other problem, that of
making the vegetable
plot neat and attractive
which I never seem able
to do using normal
methods. The only
problem with them I
can see is that I love dig-
ging and rely on it to re-
move the winter fat I
have accumulated. I
don‘t need to upset my-
self too much though
because there are plenty
of other parts of the gar-
den which need digging.

All those gardeners
who did not complete
renovation of tired
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f lower beds last Au-
tumn will like me have
been busy making up for
lost time before hot
summer days set in. Di-
viding perennials that
have out grown their al-
lotted space or have
ceased to flower in the
middle of the plant and
their more vigorous sec-
tions now lie on the
outside of the clump. I
find when doing this
that I always have more
good sections of plant
left than I can use and
always wonder what to
do with the extras. I
could just put them on
the compost heap
which seems a shame as
new plants cost money
and here I am with
plenty of unwanted off-
sets. I do pot some up
for selling at any suitable
village fund raising activ-
ity but inevitably end up
with some left over be-
cause there is a limit to
the number of pots I can
store com-
f o r t a b l y a n d
have time to wa-
ter frequently in the
summer. I would like to
find a simple way in
which everybody in the
village could swop their

unwanted plants with
each other. It needs to
be something easy
which doesn‘t require a
lot of organisation or
administration so that
it is fun to do and
doesn‘t become a bur-
den to anyone. Does
anyone have any good
idea as to how it could
be achieved? Do let the
editor know.

Although the
hosepipe ban has now
been lifted, it still pays
to increase water storage
as it could very well be
brought back if the sum-
mer proves to be a long
and hot one again: and
the increasing number
of people subject to
water meters will always
be looking to store wa-
ter for what are consid-
ered inessential pur-
poses such as watering
plants. I have, as
planned during the win-
ter, obtained two more
water butts which came
in time for the long
spell of rain in early
March to fill them. Both
are wooden so fit into
the garden without be-
ing eyesores and I’m
thinking of getting an-
other one. They have

already proved their
worth in providing a free
water source close to
f lower beds I‘ve been
renovating and I‘m also
going to stand pots,
planted up with annu-
als such as geraniums or
petunias or anything
bright and colourful, on
their covers. We haven‘t
yet found a way of recy-
cling our bathwater be-
cause of the configura-
tion of our plumbing
and envy all of you who
can – but we are still
searching.

May is a glorious
month, with tree leaves
unfurling, blossom
bursting forth on the
hawthorn and apple,
pears, plums etc. The
soil has warmed up and
growth of  f lowers,
shrubs and vegetables is
bursting forth at a pro-
digious rate. In the
morning after a night‘s
rainfall when the sun has
had time to heat the
damp earth you can
practically see and smell
its fertility. There still
can be danger of frost so
it is probably too soon
to put out annuals. I
would be very interested
to know when others,
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with many more years
experience of climate in
the village, think to be
the earliest you can
safely put annuals out-
side. I reckon it‘s from
the middle of May or am
I not being cautious
enough? Please don‘t
anyone take that as a
guarantee of no frosts
from then on.

There is still time in
May to sow seeds di-
rectly in the ground for
annuals that will start
to bloom in July and
August to carry on
where June leaves off.
Also it is the time to

sow courgettes, cucum-
bers and squashes in the
ground if you haven‘t
started earlier inside. I
enjoy eating courgettes
and cucumbers but have
still to appreciate the
taste of squashes though
I love to see their luxu-
rious growth and inter-

esting shapes. I am hop-
ing someone will give
me a tasty recipe.  Most
of all in May I enjoy the
gradual build up of
plants which reach their
height in f lowers and
perfume in June. Not
long to go now.

Yvette Keauffling

Bed & Breakfast

In Ascott

Excellent independent ensuite rooms
for your friends or relatives coming to stay.

Children welcome.

Please ring Mrs. Ingrid Ridley

01993 830612
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Nature Notes
As April draws to a
close, hedgehogs, one of
our most familiar garden
visitors, should have
awakened from their
long winter hibernation
and be ‘snuff ling’
through our gardens on
warm spring nights.
With the onset of win-
ter, as food becomes
scarce, the hedgehog
enters a state of sus-
pended animation in
order to conserve energy
and survive. Hiberna-
tion is more than just
sleeping, the hedgehog’s
whole metabolism
slows; the heart beats at
one tenth of the normal
rate, only ten breaths
are taken each minute,
the body temperature
falls to that of the envi-
ronment and they loose
up to one third of their
body weight. The only
other British mammals
that truly hibernate are

dormice and
bats. In a nor-
mal year hiber-
nation starts in
October and
ends in April,
but our mild
winters are
causing prob-
lems; animals are waking
too early, there is insuf-
ficient food available
and when the tempera-
ture drops again they
lack sufficient fat re-
serves for survival
through to spring. Glo-
bal warming may see a
substantial decline in
England’ s hedgehog
population!

Their normal habitat
is the hedgerow and
woodland edges, usually
avoiding open farmland,
but like many wild crea-
tures they have found
that our gardens provide
ideal hunting grounds
with lots of corners to

hide away during
the day and shelter
during the winter.
They are surpris-
ingly nimble and
will climb walls,
scale chain link
fences and cover sev-
eral miles on a

nights foraging. They are
also able to produce a
surprising burst of speed
for such a small animal
with rather short legs.
During these nightly for-
aging trips they will be
looking for beetles and
caterpillars, their favour-
ite foods, although they
will also consume earth-
worms, slugs, spiders
and also possibly car-
rion. Hedgehogs have
good eyesight but at
night rely on smell and
possibly hearing to lo-
cate prey. If you put out
food for your ‘local’
hedgehog DON’T put
out bread and milk;
cows milk causes diar-
rhoea and bread has lit-
tle nutritional value.
Ideal foods are tinned
dog or cat meat,
chopped peanuts, sul-
tanas, mealworms, raw
mince or cooked
chicken. Also, provide a
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dish of water, especially
in hot weather. Always
cut the food into small
pieces, although hedge-
hogs have thirty-six
sharp teeth they cannot
chew or tear large pieces
of food.

After waking in the
spring and feeding to
increase body weight,
the male hedgehogs
thoughts turn to finding
a suitable female and
mating. Courtship can
be a lengthy affair. The
male will circle the fe-
male whilst she snorts
and turns so that she al-
ways faces him and will
butt him aggressively.
The male too will make
pig-like snorting noises.
This activity may con-
tinue for several hours,
until the female relents,
lowers her spines, flat-
tens her back and allows
the male to mount her.
Once mating is over the
male ambles away and
takes no further part in
raising the young. Ges-
tation lasts for about a
month and the litter
will usually consist of
four or five young. They
are born with soft white
spines, the hard sharp

brown ones grow-
ing later. They will
be reared in a nest
made of dried
leaves and grass at
ground level. They
open their eyes in
two weeks and their
teeth appear at three
weeks. At one month
old they will be accom-
panying mother on her
nightly wanderings and
by six to eight weeks
they will be weaned and
independent. They be-
come sexually mature at

twelve months. Their
main aim during the
summer will be to eat,
gain weight and build
up fat reserves in order
to survive the winter
hibernation.

The female will nor-
mally have a second
brood but some young
born late in the sum-
mer, rarely build up suf-
ficient reserves to sur-

vive the winter. In cap-
tivity a hedgehog can
live for up to ten years,
but in the wild, with all
its dangers, two to three
years is the average life
expectancy.

Despite having few
natural predators, ex-
cept perhaps badgers,
thanks to their spines
and their ability to curl
into a tight protective
ball, they are at risk
from many, often man
made hazards including;
discarded tin cans and
the plastic rings from
beer cans, being burnt
in bonfires if they have
chosen your heap of gar-
den waste to hibernate,
slug pellets, garden
ponds and cattle drink-
ing troughs which have
steep sides and no
means of escape, uncov-
ered drains and last but
not least the motor car.

Stuart Fox
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I’m sure that most of
you have been to the
new Wychwood Sur-
gery in Shipton, which
has been open for nearly
a year, well I have. As I
sat in the waiting room,
with someone next to
me, a lady walked in
with her child, who did
a lot of mountain climb-
ing, and this person said,
“Do you know what she
called her child?” “No”
I said, he replied, “She
named it Cliff.”

This little kid came
up and said, “How do
pigs get to hospital?” “I
don’t know how do
they get to hospital?” “
In an hambulance.”

I said to this bloke
“Did you hear about the
plastic surgeon who
stood too close to the
fire?”  “No” he said. “He
melted” I replied.

Then I saw a lady
with her child, who was
dressed as Dracula, they
came over and sat close
to me, “What’s wrong
with your child?” I
asked, she said he was
very unwell. “I bet I
know what the doctor
will give him.” “What’s

Having a Laugh at the Wychwood Surgery
that she asked?” “A cof-
fin drop and red blood
syrup for his throat”

This chap asked,
“Did you hear about the
doctor who attended a
fairground because a
woman had fainted on
the carousel?” “ She
came round in a few sec-
onds!”

Another woman
came in and said “Doc-
tor, doctor I think my
husband’s a fridge” The
doctor replied, “There’s
no harm in that is
there?” The woman said
“Yes there is, every time
he sleeps with his
mouth open the light
comes on and it’s keep-
ing me awake.”

A man comes out of
the doctor’s room; he
was a sign writer who
had fallen off his ladder
outside the surgery. The
sign writer’s wife asks,
“How is he doctor?”
The doctor replied,
“He’s had a nasty fall,
but the signs are good”

Then a lady and her
son walk in and the doc-
tor enquires “ What’s
wrong with your son?”
The mother said, “ He

ate his homework” The
doctor wondered,
“Why on earth did he
do that?”  “Well” re-
plied the woman, “ The
teacher said to him, do
your homework to-
night, it’s a piece of
cake”

Just as I was being
called in to the doctor’s
room, in walked a heli-
copter pilot with his
arm bandaged up, after
a crash. “I wonder how
that happened,” I said
to another patient? “It
was his first time flying
and he got a bit cold
and tried to turn off the
big fan”

See you soon, thanks
for a laugh.

Timothy Ryan
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Wedding Car Hire Company
Vintage car hire for Weddings, Special Occasions and Sightseeing Tours

Chris & Justine Walters

‘Woodside’, High Street
Shipton-under-Wychwood
Oxon OX7 6DG
Tel: 01993 832425, 07812 605677

07813 143691
Email: justine@cjweddingcarhire.co.uk
Website: cjweddingcarhire.co.uk

My missus started gettin’ this swellin’
In a spot, wer it soon started showin’
I said wot you bin at
You best see the doc
To find out wot you’ve been doin’

Me lump I be pround of her said
It kicks I when I be a bed
I be in seventh heaven
I got a bun in the oven
I says you can’t have, you never bakes bread.

So her goes off to the quack
And when her gets back
It’s quads I be expectin’ they say.
So wot now do you think
I says I needs a stiff drink
Or I’ll faint and fade right away

So I went off by me self
To enquire of her health
To find the cause of her lump
I said doc it’s just wind
He looked at me and grinned
And said you’ve got a strange bicycle pump.

Fred Russell

A Poem
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Most burglaries can be
prevented. In six burgla-
ries out of ten, the thief
does not have to force
his way in because a
door or window has
been left open. Here in
the Wychwoods, many
people still leave doors
and windows unlocked,
allowing burglars easy
access to their homes.

Windows: Even
small windows like case-
ments, skylights or bath-
room fanlights need
locks. A thief can get in
through any gap larger
than a human head.
There are several types of
window lock on the
market. One which
locks the two windows
together or a more dis-
creet type which is em-
bedded into the
wooden frame, or there
are devices to stop the
window opening be-
yond a certain limit. Pa-
tio door locks need to
be fitted top and bot-
tom.

Burglar Alarms: A
visible burglar alarm is
the ultimate deterrent.

Spare Keys: Never
leave a spare key in a hid-
ing place like under a
doormat or in a flower

Looking After Your Home
pot - a thief will look
there first.

Garages: Never leave
a garage or garden shed
unlocked, especially if it
has a connecting door to
the house. Lock tools
and ladders away so that
a thief cannot use them
to break in.

Front Doors: Fit a
good strong lock - a
deadlock is best.

Distraction burgla-
ries: Most callers are
probably genuine. How-
ever there are some who
are out to steal or “con”
you out of your money
so it is important to take
a few sensible precau-
tions, particularly when
people call at your
home.

Not all burglars have
to break and enter...
Burglars won’t go to the
trouble of breaking in if
they can just knock and
be invited in. So always
be on your guard when
anyone you’re not ex-
pecting - male or female
- turns up at your door.
Criminals come in
many disguises. These
are just a few of them.

Bogus “officials”
May be smartly dressed

and claim to be from
the electric company,
gas board or other or-
ganisation but their real
purpose is to trick their
way into your home to
see what they can steal.

Bogus “dealers”
May offer to buy “an-
tiques”, furniture or jew-
ellery at what seems to
be a good price. The
chances are that they are
trying to trick you into
selling something for a
lot less than it is worth.
If you want to sell some-
thing, choose one or
two genuine dealers to
value it or ask a friend
or relative for their ad-
vice.

Bogus “workmen”
May say that they need
to come in to check
something or make ur-
gent repairs. Again, they
really want to come in
to steal. You also need
to be careful of callers
who offer to make
building repairs or
tarmac your drive. Often
they will ask for money
in advance and then sim-
ply disappear, or do a
poor job very expen-
sively. If you need to
have any building work
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done it makes sense to
get several written
quotes from trustwor-
thy firms and then de-
cide which is best.

R e m e m b e r . . .
Genuine callers will nor-
mally make an appoint-
ment first and will carry
identification with their
photograph on.

If you don’t know
them, ask to see their
identity card. Check it

carefully. Genuine call-
ers won’t mind if you
close the door while you
do this.

If you are not sure,
ask the caller to come
back later. You can then
check their story by
phoning the organisa-
tion or company they
claim to represent. Look
up the number in your
own telephone direc-
tory. Don’t rely on the

telephone number on
their card - it may be the
number of a crook’s
partner.

If you are still not
happy, phone the po-
lice and tell them what
has happened.

Watch out for any-
one who says they are in
a hurry. Don’t let them
pressure you.

Paul Curry

Once again nothing to
report from the Police
about the lovely village
of Ascott under
Wychwood, one report
of a road traffic accident
and 1 f lood warning
during the 3 previous
months of January/Feb-
ruary and March and 3
crimes where the
aggrieveds live in the vil-
lage but occurred else-
where (credit card usages
- garage).

However do not be
complacent crime is
happening all around
the area.

Saddle thefts from
the Chilson area, theft
of power tools and a
vehicle from The
Rollrights all were op-

News from NAG
portunist thefts ,keys
left in vehicle, tools left
unattended for a few sec-
onds. Milk money left
outside houses in
Churchill, let’s make it
harder for thieves - think
crime prevention or
take advice from the ex-
pert Bill BUTCHER
CRIME REDUCTION
OFFICER AT WODC
01993 861638 who
would be only too will-
ing to contact you and
advise.

Think when walking
the dog, did I leave any-
thing on view in my car,
did I lock, close win-
dows and doors in the
house. Have I got my
mobile phone for any

emergency that I may
stumble on?

Distraction burglars
are still operating all over
the area using any excuse
to get into the houses of
the elderly and then
steal cash, please keep an
eye open in your street
if you see someone sus-
picious make a mental
or even better a written
note, time when you
saw them or him/her,
description of person,
clothing and last but
most important the ve-
hicle, colour make
model any distinguish-
ing features if you can’t
get the registration
number, example differ-
ent colour front passen-
ger door.
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Leafield School News
2007 is well under way
and as we break for
Easter it is great to look
back on a successful
start to the year.

The school has wel-
comed two children
from outside our com-
munity into the Foun-
dation Stage.

Leafield school has
always supported work-
based training and we
are lucky enough to have
two students this year.
Year 3/4 has a final year
student and 5/6 will
have a trainee teacher
with French as a special-
ist subject in Term 4.

The school has been
awarded another ac-
creditation to hang on
its wall! As well as hav-
ing achieved Healthy
School status, with tuck
shop and breakfast clubs
both well attended, it
has been awarded the
Activemark. The com-

munity will be pleased
to know that our chil-
dren are receiving a bal-
anced curriculum.

The number of after
school clubs is forever
growing. Staff, parents
and outside organisa-
tions provide activities
nearly every day of the
week. This term these
included: Creative Writ-
ing, Dance, Art, Cook-
ery and Football. There
is also a computer club
in the new ICT suite. A
peripatetic music
teacher continues to of-
fer violin lessons during
school hours and Mrs
Knowles has a well sup-
ported recorder group.

30 children and 3
staff spent an action
packed week at
Yenworthy (the OCC
centre in North Devon).
The children learnt
many new skills, such as
climbing, teamwork,

survival skills, problem
solving, plus how to
make their bed! An en-
joyable but exhausting
week was had by all.

Back at the school,
the outside area is con-
tinuing its transforma-
tion. Planting has been
continuing as Spring ar-
rives, creating a restful
and educational area for
the children. A new
plaque for the bench, in
memory of Mrs Lock,
will be unveiled soon.

As usual our thanks
are extended to all staff,
governors, parents and
adults, who continue to
make our school a suc-
cessful and nurturing
environment for our
children.

Charlie Marshall,
Community Governor
For further information,
contact Mrs Deb Brown
01993 878273 or Vicky
Greves, Chair of Gover-
nors.

You will soon if you
haven’t seen already the
first of the extra Police
Support Community
officers for the Chip-
ping Norton area, who
will also be patrolling
the Wychwood villages

.This is of course in ad-
dition to PC 3969
Gordon Monks, officer
for this area. Both can
be contacted by tel-
ephone 0845 8505505.

Latest update the fra-
cas that took place in

September 2006 at the
Swan public house the
defendant is appearing
at Magistrates court on
Monday 4th April.

Dave Tustian
PC  1966

    tel 0845 8505 505
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27th April to 6 May 2007 -
Wotton-under-Edge Arts
Festival
www.wottonartsfestival.org.uk/

May Day Celebrations
Tuesday 01 May 2007
V e n u e / L o c a t i o n :
Oxford City Centre:
Magdalen Bridge at 5am

3rd to 7th May 2007, Chel-
tenham International Jazz
F e s t i v a l
Town Hall and other ven-
ues. Box Office
(01242) 227979
 www.cheltenhamfestivals.co.uk

5th to 7th May 2007 -
Blenheim Palace Jousting
Tournament with “The
Knights of Royal England”
and Falconry display
Blenheim Palace,
Woodstock
 www.blenheimpalace.com/
Forthcoming_Events.htm

Sunday May 6th 2007 -
Witney Fire Station Open
Day 11.00am

Sunday 06 May 2007
8th Abingdon Air &
Country Show 2007
10.00 - 16.30
V e n u e / L o c a t i o n
Abingdon Airfield
Contact Details: Andy Por-
ter 01235 529142 Cost:
Adult £8, OAP/child £5,
under 5’s free

Thursday 10th May 2007 -
Gypsy Horse Fair, Stow-on-
the-Wold
Contact Stow TIC 01451
831082.

12th to 13th May 2007
Sudeley Castle Spring
Flower Festival
www.sudeleycastle.co.uk/
specialevents.html

19th May 2007
32nd annual Levellers Day
Open-air event at Warwick
Hall Garden, Burford
10am -5pm
www.levellers.org.uk

19th May 2007
Barnsley Village Festival
10:30 – 17:00
(01285) 740 196
www.barnsleyvillage.co.uk,
entry £5 children free

27 May - 3 June
Vale of Evesham Asparagus
Festival
The Fleece Inn, Bretforton
& in Evesham  and The Vale
Lew Hammond (01386)
565518 or Tourist Informa-
tion Centre (01386) 46944.

1st to 4th June 2007,
Gloucester Cricket Festival
Glos v.  Northants County
Championship match,
Archdeacon Meadow by
Gloucester Cathedral.
0117 910 8010
www.gloscricket.co.uk/
cricket/fixtures.asp

1st to 3rd June - Wychwood
Music Festival 2007
Cheltenham Racecourse.
Tickets:
 www.wychwoodfestival.com

2nd to 3rd June 2007 -
Blenheim Triathlon
Blenheim Palace,
Woodstock
 www.theblenheimtriathlon.com

2nd to 3rd June 2007
Medieval & Morris Festi-
val
Evesham Town Centre, Ab-
bey Park and Workman
Gardens
Lew Hammond
(01386) 565518 or
Tourist Information Centre
(01386) 46944.

9 -10 June
Air Balloons, Boats, Cars,
& Motorbikes Festival
Abbey Park and Workman
Gardens.
Lew Hammond
(01386) 565518 or
Tourist Information Centre
(01386) 46944.
Email:lewis.hammond@
wychavon.gov.uk

15th to 17th June - Lister
Tyndale Steam Rally at
Berkeley Castle
Showground
www.lister-tyndale-steam-
rally.co.uk/

Things to do...



Sunday 17th June 2007
Kemble Air Day
Vintage jets Kemble Airfield,
Nr Cirencester
Tickets: (01285) 654180
www.kembleairday.com

Sunday 24 Jun 2007
Sponsored Oxford big
Bike Ride
In aid of the Anthony
Nolan Trust.Choose from
15, 35 or 65 mile circular
routes
Start/Finish: Blenheim Pal-
ace Further information
and sponsorship forms:
www.anthonynolan.org.uk

July & August 2007
The Roman Baths by
Torchlight, Bath
View the Roman Baths by
torchlight
Open until 22.00 (last ad-
mission 21.00)

1st to 4th July 2007 - Royal
International Agricultural
Show
Stoneleigh, Warwickshire
www.royalshow.org.uk

6 to 21 July 2007
Cheltenham International
Festival of Music & Fringe
Town Hall and other ven-
ues
Box Office (01242) 227979
 www.cheltenhamfestivals.co.uk

7th to 8th July 2007
Cornbury Music Festival
Cornbury Park, Charlbury
www.cornburyfestival.com

7th to 8th July 2007
The Cotswold Show and
Country Fair
Cirencester Park,
Cirencester
Contact: (01285) 652007
www.cotswoldshow.co.uk

7th to 8th July 2007
Medieval Festival
Tewkesbury
Battle re-enactment and
fair.
w w w . t e w k e s b u r y -
medieval-fayre.org.uk/

Saturday July 14th 2007
10th Charlbury Beer Fes-
tival 36 real ales plus cider,
entertainment and food.
Memorial Hall, Charlbury.
Noon- 11pm.
www.charlburybeerfestival.org

14th to 15th July 2007
The Royal International
Air Tattoo:The World’s
Largest Military Air Show”
RAF Fairford
Tickets:(01285)654180
www.airtattoo.com

14th to 15th July  2007
Munch at the Clumps -
Children’s Food Festival
Raymond Blanc and Sophie
Grigson patrons of the UK’s
first ever Children’s Food
Festival.
V e n u e / L o c a t i o n
Wittenham Clumps, The
Northmoor Trust
Entry: Free

Details contact: Eka
Morgan: 01865 810838

Saturday July 21 2007 -
Prescott Hill Climb
Member, Classic & Motor
Bikes
Sunday 22nd July 2007
Classic &Modern Invited
Prescott Hill, Gotherington,
Cheltenham
Details: 01242 673136
www.prescott-hillclimb.com

3rd to 5th August 2007 -
The Gatcombe Horse Tri-
als: Festival of British
Eventing
Gatcombe Park, Near
Minchinhampton.Contact:
(07836) 644818.
www.gatcombe-horse.co.uk

4th to 12th August 2007 -
Three Choirs Festival
Gloucester -
www.3choirs.org

8th to 19th August 2007 -
The Fairford Traction En-
gine Rally and Show
Fairford Park, Fairford
TBC Contact: (01285)
712232

20th to 27th August 2007 -
Festival of the Tree at
W e s t o n b i r t
Westonbirt National Arbo-
retum, nrTetbury (01666)
880147
www.forestry.gov.uk/for-
estry/infd-6pmd2e



The Post Office Stores
Milton-under-Wychwood

We have moved to our new address
The Post Office
Shipton Road

Milton-under-Wychwood OX7 6JL
Tel: 01993 832243

Opening hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9am - 5:30pm (Closed 1-2 for lunch)

Saturday 7am - 1:00pm
Post Office Services Available at ‘The Swan’, Ascott

Monday 10:30am - 12:30pm (Bank Holidays Excepted)

We have a good selection of Greeting Cards, Stationery, Agents for Sherlocks Dry
Cleaners, Abbeycolor Photoprocessing, Passport Photos

We will be pleased to see you.

Flix in the Stix Programme

Opening Times

Monday:
2pm to 7.00pm
Tuesday:
Closed
Wednesday:
9:30am to   1pm/
2pm to 5pm
Thursday
Closed
Friday:
2pm to 7pm
Saturday:
9.30am to 1pm

Beryl Brown,
Library Manager

01993 830281

Wychwood
LibraryFriday 25th May

“Little Miss Sunshine”
8.00.p.m. Shipton

We are having a break
between June and Au-

gust and will start again
in September

Best wishes
Gordon Halliday

Tiddy Hall
Regular Activities

Monday to Friday
Mornings/Monday &
Wednesday Afternoons
Pre -School -Contac t
Pauline Plant
07968006451

Wednesday Afternoons
Piano Lessons in the
Committee Room.
4pm - 7:30pm  Contact
Pauline Carter 01993
774568

Wednesday Evenings
Badminton. Contact
Chris Morgan 01993
831958.

Saturday Mornings
Dog Training. Contact
Sharon Wilson 01993
831801.
To book the Tiddy

Hall contact:

Ingrid Ridley:
01993 830612



We are an independent estate agency providing a wealth of
experience with a

fresh, pro-active, professional yet friendly approach.

Burford High Street is an ideal location from which we have
successfully marketed properties from not just Burford but as far
afield as Kings Sutton, Chipping Norton, Shipton Oliffe, Eynsham

and Lechlade areas.
Our new office in Milton Under Wychwood is now open.

Perhaps you are considering buying abroad?  Let us help you
search for a permanent home, investment buy or a holiday home in

Spain, Portugal, Cyprus or Florida.  A variety of apartments,
houses and villas at affordable prices.  Contact us now for further

details.

So if you are considering a move or just want to look into any
options that may be available to you, contact us for a FREE

MARKET APPRAISAL or an informal chat and some advice.

Providence House, 49 High Street,
Burford,

Oxfordshire OX18 4QA
01993 824800

Dashwood House, Shipton Road,
Milton Under Wychwood,

Oxfordshire OX7 6JH
Tel: 01993 832288

         Email: sales@wychwoods.com
 Website: www.wychwoods.com

Wychwoods Estate Agents Ltd t/a Wychwoods

Printed by Information Press
Tel. No: 01865 882588


